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UNIVERSITY PARK 
— What does it mean 
to be American? The 
Palmer Museum of Art 
is examining that ques-
tion in the special exhibi-
tion Dreaming American 
Futures: Invitational 250, 
on view now through 
Nov. 29. The major juried 
exhibition is mounted in 
response to the celebra-
tion of the 250th anni-
versary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and includes 
artwork from 50 con-
temporary artists cho-
sen from the Penn State 
and local communities. 
The Palmer Museum in 
the College of Arts and 
Architecture at Penn 
State is commemorating 

the yearlong anniversa-
ry alongside other arts 
and cultural institutions 
all over the country.  

“In the spirit of democ-
racy, we wanted to invite 
artists to submit works 
that reflect on what life 
is like in the United 
States and what futures 
can unfold here,” said 
Amanda H. Hellman, 
the Alvin L. and Jean Y. 
Snowiss director of the 
Palmer Museum of Art. 
“This is the first open-
call juried show we’ve 
had at the Palmer, so we 
are thrilled to be able to 
display works made for 
the people, by the people, 
in our community this 
year.” 

50 Artists
The call for artists 

included Penn State stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and 
alumni who reside in the 
state of Pennsylvania, as 
well as local artists who 
live within a 50-mile radi-
us of State College. Near-
ly 300 entries were sub-
mitted, from which the 
59 artworks by 50 artists 
were selected by a team 
of jurors. The five jurors 
included Janine Yorim-
oto Boldt, the Palmer’s 
curator of American art; 
Folayemi Wilson, artist 
and associate dean for 
access and equity in 
the College of Arts and 
Architecture; Philadel-
phia artist and Penn 

State alum Roberto Lugo 
(‘14 MFA); Lori Fisher, 
director of the Bellefonte 
Art Museum; and Malavi 
Suresh, spring 2026 cura-
torial intern at the Palm-
er and third-year art 
history major studying 
medieval art and archi-
tecture from Europe and 
South Asia. 

“I was impressed with 
the thought-provok-
ing variety of submis-
sions,” said Boldt, who 
spent weeks reviewing 
artwork with the other 
jurors. “The selected art-
works provide insight 
into some of the issues 
that most affect our 
community, our neigh-
bors, and Penn State 

students. “Even though 
we are living through a 
challenging moment, the 
exhibition is ultimately 
hopeful about our shared 
future.” 

Four Themes 
The selected artworks 

in the exhibition include 
paintings, sculptures, 
ceramics, mixed-me-
dia assemblages, pho-
tographs and works on 
paper from the last two 
years. Stylistically, the 
2D and 3D objects run 
the gamut from natu-
ralistic realism to full 
abstraction, but all 
center around four for-
ward-looking themes rel-
evant to many who call 

the United States home: 
Activating Change, 
Bridging the Divide, Pur-
suit of Happiness, and A 
More Perfect Union.

The themes for Dream-
ing American Futures 
were identified by Palm-
er staff from visitor 
responses during a Palm-
er gallery installation 
on view during summer 
2025. In the installation 
Shaping American His-
tories, Dreaming Amer-
ican Futures, visitors 
were asked to reflect on 
American artworks from 
the Palmer collection 
and give comments and 
thoughts on the nation’s 
past, its present moment, 

Palmer Museum opens juried show of 
contemporary art for the United States’ 250th 

— Photo courtesy Palmer Museum of Art
Penn State’s Palmer Museum of Art will host a special exhibition, “Dreaming 
American Futures,” through Nov. 29, 2026. 

See Palmer/Page 3
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‘21 Chevy 1500
5.3L, Crew, 105K

$24,980 $19,980 $12,980

$20,980 $14,980$14,980

‘18 Chevy 1500
5.3L, 4x4, 126K

‘14 Chevy 1500 W/T
5.3L, 110K

‘19 Ford F-150 XLT
Crew, 124K

‘14 Ford F150 XLT
Longbed, 4x4

‘20 Ford F150 XL
4x2, SuperCab

��
	��

Call 814-800-1033 to schedule your free quote today!

— Photo courtesy Furong Zhang
Furong Zhang, “The Chaotic Stage,” 2025, oil on canvas, 60 x 72 inches. 
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To Advertise On This Page See Page 2 “Payable Classified” Form

10 - Auction / Auctioneer

25 - Buy & Sell Coins

Honeysuckle Coins,
203 North Front Street
Suite 206, Philipsburg. 
Buying US Coins and  

Currency, Foreign Gold &  
Silver Coins and Gold  

Jewelry. 
(814) 342-0600

195 - Stripping Shale

STRIPPING SHALE-  
Roads, Pads,

Foundations, Clean 
topsoil. All types of 

excavating work done.  
Land clearing. Fully 

insured. Carports, and  
garages. 

Killion’s Trucking &
Excavating.

(814) 672-5311

215 - Tree Service

TREE SERVICE-
55’ Bucket truck and  

chipper. Stump 
removal.

Selective timbering.
Fully insured. Also,

firewood. 
Killion’s Trucking & 

Excavating.
(814) 672-5311

230 - Wanted

GC SCRAP METALS
Osceola Mills, PA

(814) 339-6704
WE BUY ALL TYPES OF  

METAL!
CARS ~ TIN ~ STEEL ~

ALUMINUM ~ BRASS ~ COPPER ~ 
RADIATORS ~ CAST IRON!

WE ALSO CUT UP  
HEAVY EQUIPMENT &  

REMOVE!

4 EASY WAYS TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY MAIL:
Ad Bargain/

Altoona Mirror
PO Box 2008

Altoona, PA 16603

$3.50 LINE ADS • NON-COMMERCIAL
(Individuals - Pricing Breakdown)

$3.50 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word.
Includes Online Listing 
Add Color or photo for $3.00. 
Runs 1 Issue
One category per advertisement.

ADVERTISEMENT CATEGORIES INCLUDE (but not limited to) :
  Animals For Sale 

(Pets, Livestock)
 Antiques & Collectibles
  Bargain Counter 

(Miscellaneous Items For 
Sale)

 Buy & Sell Coins
 Farm Equipment
 Firewood
 Giveaways
 Help Wanted 
 Legal

 Lost & Found
  Real Estate 

(For Sale, Rentals, Lease, 
Cemetery Plots, Mobile 
Homes, Lots & Acreage)

  Transportation (ATVs, 
Automobile, Auto Parts, 
Boats, Campers, Trucks 
etc.)

 Tree Service
 Wanted

WORDS (UP TO 30): ________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
ADD AN ADDITIONAL WORD 25¢ PER WORD PER WEEK: ____
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: __________________________

$9.60 LINE ADS • COMMERCIAL
(Businesses/Organizations - Pricing Breakdown)

$9.60 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word
Includes Online Listing
Color Included
Runs 1 Issue

1.

BY E-MAIL:
adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

2.

BY PHONE:
1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

3.

BY FAX:
814-946-7547

Attn: Ad Bargain

4.

FREE LINE ADS

DEADLINE for ad 
info & payments is 
4:00 PM THURS

(EARLIER DEADLINES 
FOR HOLIDAYS)

FREE LINE ADS
Items Sold For $20 or Less.

Can List Multiple Items at $20 or Less in Each Ad, Not to Exceed 30 Words. 
Limit of 5 Ads Per Household.

NOW BOOKING
SALES FOR 2026

Antiques • Estates
• Farm Sales • Business
• Real Estate • Anything!

Free Consultations
Reasonable Rates

Licensed & Bonded
Appraisal Service - PAA and
National Auctioneer Assoc.

Knowledge of Assets
Getting Best Value-That’s Our Goal!

PAT ERRIGO AUCTIONEER
(814) 236-3403 In the 

Ad Bargain on 

Wednesdays

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: AD BARGAIN
MAIL TO: Altoona Mirror/ Ad Bargain Birthdays 
PO Box 2008, 301 Cayuga Ave. Altoona, PA 16603

Example Ad: 2x2 - $15.00

Place your 
Birthday Ad

Sam! Love, Mom & Dad 

60

Sam!Sam!

6060
Birthday6060
Happy

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________

Your Address: ____________________________________________________________

Your Phone: ______________________________________________________________

Your E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

Photo: Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope for your photos to be returned.

Date you want the ad to run: _____________________________________________

Birthday Boy/Girl Name: _________________________________________________

Message: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Type: ________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________________________________

Security Number: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Email Option: Email all the information from this form to adbargainclassi� eds@yahoo.com
All info & payments must be received at least 1 week prior to publication date.
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List your auction on the Ad Bargain

ESTATE AUCTION 
Thursday, July 9th 4:00PM

2024 Pine Avenue (Behind Jaffa Mosque)  
Altoona, PA 16601

REAL ESTATE-PERSONAL PROPERTY- 
ANTIQUES-COLLECTABLES

REAL ESTATE: 2 story, 3 bdrm home on corner lot behind Jaffa Mosque. Living 
rm-Dining rm- kitchen-Pantry /Bar-Full basement w/single car garage. Lg covered 
front porch, lg fenced yard w/storage bldg. Home in need of repair. MOTIVATED 
SELLER!!! Public utilities.
FURNITURE: Grandfather clock. Lg dining rm ste w/hutch, spool bed, 5 pcs 
matching waterfall bedrm, mahogany chest on chest, mahogany kneehole desk, cedar 
wardrobe, oak washstand, old music cabinet, metal wardrobes, Lane cedar chest, Hall 
trees, turned leg lamp table and more.
COLLECTABLES: Lg sel of Annalee Christmas dolls, Mattel Barbie & Ken dolls w/
clothing, old PSU buttons, old advertising calendars & other old Altoona advertising, Little 
Red Spinning Wheel, 60’s campaign buttons, asst dec. crocks, Cabbage patch dolls, lighted 
& paper beer & whiskey signs(some new), lot of glassware(carnival-depression-pattern), 
cast iron figurines, lots brass items, Kensington alum pcs, antiq xmas ornaments, lg quantity 
ladies vintage clothing(40’s-60’s), vintage ladies hats & boxes, shadow box frames, 
Weller umbrella vase, old milk bottles, school master bell, decorated Pyrex, graniteware, 
stoneware bowls, old postcards, copper cake & Jello molds,  many other smalls
MISC: Countertop hot dog broiler, food warming lights, 2 Mellink floor safes, 2 lg 
office safes, lg wood rocking horse, lg storage trunks, old wringer washer, Kenmore 
water softener (new),  lot of 50’s & 60’s LP records & 8 tracks, much more!!!  
TERMS: Cash or Ck w/ID. Credit card 5% fee. Real Estate 10% down bal in 60 days.
NOTE: WE HAVE JUST STARTED STAGING THIS ESTATE SALE WATCH AUCTION 
ZIP AND TEMPLETONAUCTIONEER.COM FOR FURTHER UPDATES AND 
ADDITIONS. MANY BOXES TO UNPACK AND CUBBY HOLES TO GO THROUGH.

Templeton Auctioneers - Ebensburg PA 
814-242-5038

AU-001110   AU-005058  AA-019206
For photos:  www.auctionzip.com ID # 1007 or www.templetonauctioneer.com

ADVERTISE TODAY
adbargainclassifi eds@yahoo.com

1-800-854-8228

Let Us 
Help 
You 

Stand 
Out 

From 
The 

Crowd!

and its potential futures. 
The themes for the art-
ists to respond to in the 
250th invitational exhi-
bition were then derived 
from hundreds of com-
ments written on sticky 
notes that were plastered 
across the gallery wall 
by visitors. 

Dreaming American 
Futures artist Adwar 
Oguttuh, a 2026 Penn 
State graduate, said two 
of the themes especially 
resonated with him. 

“At a time when divi-
sion often dominates pub-
lic discourse, the themes 
‘Activating Change’ and 
‘Bridging the Divide’ 
feel especially relevant 
because they invite us 
to see one another more 
fully,” he said. “I hope 
visitors leave with a 
greater awareness of the 
unseen stories and bur-
dens people carry and 
with a renewed sense of 
connection, recognizing 
that many of the burdens 
we carry in silence are 
more universal than we 
often realize.”   

One Shared Nation
Visitors who explore 

the exhibition can reflect 
on the nation’s past, 
examine the present, 
and imagine future pos-
sibilities through both 
overarching and person-
al takes on the American 
experience. Beyond the 
four themes, common 
threads that appear in 
the artworks include 
family memories, histor-
ical legacies, the Amer-
ican Dream, freedom 
of speech, the fragility 
and beauty of democra-
cy, and cultural identi-
ties enriched by a long 
history of immigration. 
Each work also includes 
a statement from the art-
ist about their art and 
experience.

“The United States is 
a nation built by immi-
grants,” said Furong 
Zhang, an artist who 
lives and works in cen-
tral Pennsylvania. “My 
painting The Chaotic 
Stage is deeply rooted 
in my personal Chinese 

American immigrant 
journey, capturing the 
complex web of memo-
ries, emotions, and cul-
tural rebirth that occurs 
when immigrating to a 
new country.”

Tulu Bayar, artist 
and professor of art and 
art history at Bucknell 
University, has two art-
works on view that are 
handmade silk paper 
prints from a portfolio 
featuring figures locked 
in embrace. The hugs 
speak “urgently to this 
moment,” she said. 
“Before we can imagine 
a more perfect union, we 
must first learn how to 
hold one another with 
dignity, compassion, and 
love,” she said.

Dreaming American 
Futures: Invitational 250 
will be on view until Sun-
day, Nov. 29. 

Related Programs
A variety of public 

programs will be orga-
nized throughout the 
summer and into the fall 
to engage the Penn State 
and surrounding com-
munity with Dreaming 
American Futures. To 
kick off those programs, 
the Palmer will host a 
celebratory community 
day on Thursday, July 
2, with free, drop-in pro-
grams running all day 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The event will include 
exploration of the exhi-
bition, art activities, 
readings of notable and 
historical declarations 
by community leaders 
and Palmer staff, and 
a gallery conversation 
with a local author and 
artists, as well as free hot 
dogs, ice cream, cookies, 
and other refreshments 
throughout the day. Find 
more information on 250 
Community Day: We the 
People and other sum-
mer programs related to 
the exhibition below.

250 Community Day: 
We the People 

Thursday, July 2 - 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Celebrate the spir-
it of independence and 

creativity at the Palm-
er with a festive day 
of art and communi-
ty inspired by special 
exhibition Dreaming 
American Futures: Invi-
tational 250. Visitors of 
all ages are invited to 
explore the Invitational, 
which features works 
by Penn State stu-
dents, staff, faculty, and 
alumni as well as local 
and regional artists.  
At 11 a.m., start at the 
Overlook Pavilion for 
a guided walk through 
the Arboretum to learn 
about surprising and 
“revolutionary” plants. 
At 1 p.m., don’t miss pub-
lic readings of notable 
historical declarations 
read by community lead-
ers, including the Decla-
ration of Independence 
and rousing speeches by 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Frederick Douglass, and 
other American activ-
ists. At 6 p.m., engage 
with local artists during 
a gallery conversation as 
they explore themes of 
change, connection, hap-
piness, and the ongoing 
work of building a more 
perfect union. Drop in 
for an hour or stay for the 
day! Enjoy free food, art 
activities like making 
buttons, and gathering 
with others to reflect, 
connect, and imagine 
shared futures together. 
Free parking all day!

Historical Declarations 
during Community Day 

Thursday, July 2 - 1 p.m. 
Enjoy public read-

ings of notable historical 
declarations, including 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and rousing 
speeches by Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Freder-
ick Douglass, and other 
American activists. 
Readings will be per-
formed by community 
leaders, including Mayor 
Ezra Nanes; political 
activist, actor, and pro-
fessor emeritus Charles 
Dumas; and Elaine Med-
er-Wilgus, president of 
Webster’s Cafe; as well 
as by Palmer staff and 
others. Readings will 

include ASL interpreta-
tion by interpreter Gary 
Thomas.

Gallery Conversation 
with Dreaming 
American Futures artists 

Thursday, July 2 - 6 
p.m. 

Join us in the galler-
ies for a special commu-
nity reading and gal-
lery conversation with 
Dreaming American 
Futures artists and Jer-
emy David Engels, Lib-
eral Arts Endowed Pro-
fessor of Communica-
tion Arts and Sciences 
and author of On Mind-
ful Democracy: A Decla-
ration of Interdependence 
to Mend a Fractured 
World (Parallax, 2026). 
The conversation will 
also include Assistant 
Director Joyce Robin-
son. 

Drop-in Tour: American 
Art & Social History  

Sunday, July 12 - 2 p.m. 
Discover the Palmer’s 

world-class collections 
and exhibitions with a 
friendly and knowledge-
able museum guide. Each 
tour explores a theme, 
lasts about one hour, 
and includes close-look-
ing through discussion 
and experiential learn-

ing opportunities. Guid-
ed tours start in the Dr. 
Keiko Miwa Ross Lobby. 
Join us for these free 
drop-in tours. Sign lan-
guage interpretation for 
drop-in tours is offered 
upon request. Interpre-
tation services must be 
requested in advance and 
are subject to interpreter 
availability. Please con-
tact Bronwyn Flemming 
at bmf5778@psu.edu.   

Art After Hours - Block 
pARTy  

Thursday, July 30 - 
Free, drop-in, 5–8 p.m. 

LEAP across campus 
to the Palmer Museum 
and the Arboretum at 
Penn State for a sum-
mer Block pARTy! Par-
ticipate in art-making 
activities, explore your 
world-class art museum 
and gardens, and learn 
about other collections 
on campus with Museum 
Consortium members. 
Throughout the night, 
enjoy live music and 
refreshments.  

Drop-in Tour: American 
Art of Today  

Sunday, Aug. 9 - 2 p.m. 
Discover the Palmer’s 

world-class collections 
and exhibitions with a 
friendly and knowledge-

able museum guide. 
Each tour explores a 
theme, lasts about one 
hour, and includes 
close-looking through 
discussion and experien-
tial learning opportuni-
ties. Guided tours start 
in the Dr. Keiko Miwa 
Ross Lobby. Join us for 
these free drop-in tours. 
Sign language interpre-
tation will be provided for 
this tour by interpreter 
Gary Thomas. 

Community Artist 
Conversations: Dreaming 
American Futures 

Friday, Aug. 14 - Free, 
drop-in, noon and 2 p.m.  

Join local commu-
nity artists featured in 
Dreaming American 
Futures: Invitational 
250 for an afternoon of 
conversations in the 
special exhibition galler-
ies. Hear directly from 
participating artists as 
they share insights into 
their work, materials, 
and ideas. Two group 
conversations will take 
place with one at noon 
and one at 2 p.m., each 
featuring a selection of 
artists. Drop in for one 
session or stay for both! 
This is a unique oppor-
tunity to experience the 
exhibition through local 
artists’ perspectives.

PALMER: burdens ... more universal than we often realize
(Continued from Page 1)

— Photo courtesy Adwar Oguttuh
Adwar Oguttuh, “Now You See Me,” 2025, charcoal and graphite on paper, 40 x 
50 inches. 

1-800-854-8228
or 814-949-7018

Call today to 
place your ad!

AUCTION PAGE

Steer More 
Attention to 
Your Car
Place your ad
by Phone, Mail
or E-mail!
See page 2 for details!

Advertise your auto for sale
in the Ad Bargain Classifieds, 
and reach local buyers!

Toll Free 800-854-8228 • adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

Ad Bargain

PUBLIC AUCTION
TUESDAY JULY 7 @ 4:00 PM

Located at Cross Keys Auction Center one mile 
North of Duncansville, PA 16635 – off route 764 
onto Kuhn Lane. Doors open at 2:30 PM.onto Kuhn 
Lane. Doors open at 2:30 PM.

ANTIQUES – HOUSEHOLD - TOOLS
Will be selling from two local estates. Partial listing: 
Ten piece mahogany dining room suite, bedroom 
and living room suites, oak furniture, Victorian 
marble top stand, Tohsun 55” television, stands, 
lamps, glassware and china, a lot of collector 
items, Lionel items, 1950’s toys, Play Station 2 
with accessories, Brother 5 x 14 WP 2400, PS-3 
Wii Play Station system, sewing machine, a lot of 
tools, Werner ladders, and hundreds of additional 
items. Conducting two auctions.
Watch Auctionzip.com ID #1220 for photos. 
Terms: cash, approved check, or credit card with 
a 5% fee. Announcements made on the day of 
the auction take precedence over any and all 
printed material.

“COL.” K. R. MILLER, JR. - AU000613L
AUCTIONEER & SALES MGR.

814-696-1913 or 695-0351
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705 - Bargain Counter

2 Bottles of Miralax  
Powder14.4 ounces. Price  
reduced to $10 each.  
(814) 944-8303

FIBERGLASS WALL  
PANELS:
Washable.

Excellent for Garages,  
Kennels, Showers,  

Kitchens, Car Washes,  
Meat Processing. 

Different  
Colors. Also, Large

Selection of Corrugated.
 MARK’S 

FIBERGLASS SALES. 
(Salem Road) 

Off Routes 322 & 219, 
South of DuBois, 
(814) 583-5931

Wanted 1990-1992 Dodge  
D100 break booster. Also  
1961-1971 D100 solid axl.  
Looking for someone to in- 
stall king pins in 1961  
dodge D100 (814)  
943-1939

810 - Help Wanted

Looking for someone to  
remove a refrigerator and  

2 freezers from my
basement.

(814) 672-5672
Irvona, PA

Crossword Puzzle
Solution on page 5

• Landscaping • Dumpster Rentals  
• Excavation • Swimming Pool Installs

Houtzdale, PA • 814-610-2295

Forgotten Hearts
Horse Sanctuary

963 Allport Cutoff,
Morrisdale, PA 16858

Lana: 814 577 4834
250 years later, 

freedom still runs wild. 
Protecting rescue horses 

means protecting a 
living piece of America's 

heritage.

God Bless The USA!

Stephanie: 
814-949-7018

Call 
today to 

join our...

Debt Relief/Bankruptcy
Auto Accident/Work Injury

FREE Initial Consultation!

FORR, STOKAN, 
HUFF & NAUGLE

1701 Fifth Ave., Altoona, PA
814-946-4316

Now Offering Two Locations:
Clearfield, PA

(814) 765-4125
Weedville, PA

(814) 787-7954

Buying All Scrap Metals, 
Automobiles, & Appliances

Heavy Equipment Removal
www.noveyrecycling.com

Now Offering!
U-PULL IT
Auto
Salvage

Novey Recycling

EXPERT TREE SPRAYING
SPECIALISTS IN

 SPRAYING & FERTILIZING
TREES AND SHRUBS

1315 Woodland Road 
Clearfield, PA 16830

E-mail:
gambler23terry@yahoo.com

TERRY RICOTTA • Licensed Applicator
Office: (814) 765-2761

Control Gypsy Moth • Elm Span Worm
Spotted Lantern Fly

& 250 Other Types of Insects

How to tell bees, hornets 
and wasps apart

People who spend any measurable 
amount of time outdoors likely have 
crossed paths with various flying insects 
that cohabitate in a typical yard. Some 
of the most ardent pollinators and pest 
control agents also have the potential to 
be dangerous if provoked. While most 
bees, wasps and hornets are content to 
go about their business, their stingers 
can make these insects formidable foes, 
particularly to those who are allergic. 

According to The Best Bees Company, 
there are more than 20,000 known 
species of bees and more than 100,000 

known species of wasps worldwide. 
Those who don’t want to get too up 
close and personal with stinging insects 
may not know how to tell the different 
types apart. Bees, wasps and hornets 
are distinguished by their behavior, 
waist and body texture.

Bees If it has a fuzzy body, it’s a bee. 
Bees tend to be non-aggressive and may 
be carrying pollen on their backs. They 
also live in wax hives. You/ll likely see 
bees flitting from one flower to another 
in the warmer weather. Honeybees will 
die after one sting, advises PBS, but 
bumblebees and carpenter bees have 
smooth stingers that will not get stuck, 
enabling them to sting again.

Wasps
Wasps are stinging insects which can be 
social or solitary. Wasps have smooth, 
shiny bodies and narrow waists. They 
can be bright black and yellow or black 
and white. Wasps can sting repeatedly, 
says The Spruce, but they may not 
always be aggressive; it depends on 
the species. Yellowjackets are a type of 
wasp. They are sensitive to threats and 
not afraid to use their stingers. Another 
way to distinguish wasps from bees is 
that wasps hang their legs down while 
flying and bees keep them tucked in.
Hornets
Hornets are wasps and tend to be social 
in nature. They only construct paper 

nests and can be more aggressive than 
other types of wasps. The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac says hornets can be highly 
defensive with more painful stings, 
and also may be larger and rounder 
in size than other wasps. In the United 
States, the one true hornet species is the 
European hornet, which nest in trees.  

It’s impossible to avoid bees and 
wasps entirely, but individuals can be 
mindful of where they are making their 
nests. As these insects are important 
to the ecosystem, it’s key not to 
exterminate them haphazardly. If a 
nest is problematic, it’s best to have 
a professional come and relocate or 
remove it safely.

Toni White
Insurance Services

Auto • Motorcycle 
Commercial • Homeowners
TONI WHITE
Principal Agent
117 Olde Farm Office Rd., Suite 917
Duncansville, PA 16635
Phone: 814-277-1416
Cell: 814-505-7048
Fax: 814-693-5660
toniwhiteinsurance@outlook.com
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IS HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: Thursdays 
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MY BUG GUY LLC 835-224-7246
www.AaronMyBugGuy.com
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Obituaries
Frances Ann “Fefee” Foster

Frances Ann “Fefee” Foster, 78, of Macomb, MI, died on 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at her home.

Born on October 26, 1947, in Morann, PA, Frances was the daughter of the late Anthony Miscavish 
& Louise (Bagrosky) Miscavish. Frances was a member of the St. Peter Catholic Church in Mt. 
Clemens, MI. She was a retired Pharmaceutical Production Supervisor for Pfizer in Rochester, 
MI. Frances had graduated from Denby High School in Detroit, MI and graduated from Macomb 
Community College. Frances is survived by a sister, Margaret “Peg” Lozon & her husband Dennis 
of Rochester, MI; two brothers, Joseph Miscavish & his wife Carol of Clinton Township, MI, and 
John Miscavish & his wife Maureen of Macomb, MI; and the following nieces and nephews: Cary 
Ann Bankston & Keith and their children Noah and Michael, Steven Miscavish & Izabela and 
children Ana and Kate, Megan Lozon, Jonathan Miscavish & Lauren, Daniel Miscavish, and Kaitlyn 
Bemiss & Jacob. Graveside services were held at St. Barbara’s Catholic Cemetery in Brisbin, PA. 
Rev. Father Zab Amar officiating. Interment: St. Barbara’s Catholic Cemetery in Brisbin, PA.

Dorothy J. ‘Dottie’ O’Dell
Dorothy J. ‘Dottie’ O’Dell, 95, of Clearfield, a guest of Mountain Laurel Health 

Care and Rehabilitation, passed away on Friday June 19, 2026.

Born on June 11, 1931 in Oak Grove, she was the daughter of the late Harry and Mary (Gavlock) 
Borovichka. She graduated from Morris Township High School in 1949. On November 25, 1950 
in Winchester, VA she married Edwin G. O’Dell. They renewed their vows on March 14, 1960 at 
St. Francis Church in Clearfield of which both were parishioners. They were married for 73 years. 
Dorothy was a long-time employee and volunteer at Penn Highlands Clearfield, starting as a unit 
clerk and upon retirement volunteering in information. She prided in taking care of her home and 
enjoyed flowers, meeting friends, reading, and word search books. Dorothy is survived by daughter, 
Valarie Domico (Herm) of Salt Lake City, UT; a son, Bradley of Clearfield; one granddaughter, 
Jennifer Horner (Joshua) of Salt Lake City, UT; and three great grandchildren, Camden J (CJ), 
Josie, and Ali; as well as numerous nieces and nephews. In addition to her husband, Dorothy 
was preceded in death by her parents; a son Edwin D. O’Dell; sisters, Agnes Adams, Margaret 
Ollinger, Veronica Dunhaver, Helen Miller; and brother Mitchell. She was also preceded in death 
by an infant sister, Mary Ellen; and infant brothers, Joseph and John. Services were held at the St. 
Francis Catholic Church, Clearfield on Monday, June 29, 2026 at 10 AM with Fr. Rob Horgas. A 
private interment will be at Calvary Cemetery.

RuthAnn Wighaman 
RuthAnn Wighaman, 80, of Clearfield, passed away on 
Saturday, June 20, 2026, at Penn Highlands Clearfield.

She was born November 19, 1945, in Clearfield, the daughter of Arthur E. and Eleanor (Porter) 
Raleigh. RuthAnn attended grade school in Mahaffey, 7th and 8th grade at Purchase Line and was 
a 1963 graduate of Curwensville High School. She had been employed at the Clearfield Cheese 
Company, City Drug Store in Curwensville and retired after 16 years as secretary at the Curwensville 
Presbyterian Church. After retirement, she lived in Sunflower Resorts in Surprise, Arizona for 8 
winters. Mrs. Wighaman was a member of the Clearfield Presbyterian Church where she served 
as a Deacon. She was a former member of the Curwensville Presbyterian Church where she sang 
in the choir, served as youth leader and organized the annual Curwensville Days youth hoagie 
booth. She served as chairwoman of the Curwensville Class of 1963 Reunion Committee and was 
a member of the Curwensville BPW. RuthAnn enjoyed her flowerbeds and reading her books. She 
loved her husband, family, church, and traveling. Mrs. Wighaman is survived by her two children; 
Nancy McClure Pinto of Clearfield and Robert A. McClure of Curwensville; three grandchildren, 
Nicole Garcia (Tony), Shelby Sheeder (Jarret) and Steven McClure, two step grandchildren; 
William Bloom and Lorie Ream; several great grandchildren; a great-great grandson and several 
nieces and nephews. She was the last member of her generation, having been preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband; William E. ‘Wiggy’ Wighaman, whom she married June 11, 1988 and 
who passed away August 26, 2020; a sister Ella Marie Auden; two brothers, Wendell Raleigh and 
Wayne Raleigh and his wife Pauline; an aunt, Katherine Porter; a step daughter, Linda L. Bloom; 
a step grandson, Garrick Bloom and a son-in-law, James Pinto. Funeral Services was held at the 
Bennett and Houser Funeral Home, Inc., Clearfield with Dr. Julia Zhao and Mr. Gary Jewart co-
officiating. Interment: Pine Grove Cemetery.

Rev. Sharon R. (Bremigen) Shimko 
Rev. Sharon R. (Bremigen) Shimko, 75, of Clearfield, PA, 

died peacefully Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at Penn State Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center.

She was born on March 26, 1951 in Williamsport, PA, a daughter of the late Rev’s. Jack J. and 
Lois V. (Levin) Bremigen. She is survived by her sons, David J. Shimko of Clearfield; and William 
F. Shimko, Esq. and spouse Katherine (Toher) of Pittsburgh; three granddaughters, Dessa, Clara, 
and Emmeline; sisters, Ruth E. (Bremigen) Hill of Springfield, Missouri and Joyce A. (Bremigen) 
Wisor of Clearfield; sister-in-law Jane (Boyer) Shimko of Elysburg, Pennsylvania; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband, F. William Shimko; parents, 
Jack and Lois Bremigen; in-laws Francis M. and Mary L. (Sofranek) Shimko; brothers-in-law John 
R. Shimko, Rev. Larry C. Hill, and Kevin S. Wisor, Sr.; and nephew Christopher T. Hill. A memorial 
service is being planned, and details will be updated as available.

Cory M. “Chump” Greenawalt
Cory M. “Chump” Greenawalt, 62, of Philipsburg, died Saturday, June 20, 2026, in 

Lawrence Township, RD Clearfield.

Born on October 26, 1947, in Morann, PA, Frances was the daughter of the late Anthony Miscavish 
Cory was born on April 28, 1964, in Philipsburg, a son of Carmen F. (Forshey) Greenawalt of 
Philipsburg and the late Robert M. “Bob” Greenawalt. He was a 1982 graduate of the Philipsburg 
– Osceola Area High School. He was employed as a letter carrier for the US Postal Service 
throughout his career. He retired from the Postal Service with 33 years of service. Cory was married 
on November 5, 1988, in Philipsburg, to the former Laurie B. Rushnock, who survives at home. 
He is also survived by four sons: Ethan R. Greenawalt and his wife, Kaylyn, of Laramie, Wyoming, 
Luke H. Greenawalt and his fiancee, Audrey Massicott, Franklin, Texas, Andrew W. Greenawalt, 
of Dallas, (Pa.), and Denver I. Greenawalt, of Philipsburg; three granddaughters: Alessia, Eva 
and Vivian; two sisters, Penny Straw and her husband, Larry and Diane Gray, all of Philipsburg; a 
brother, John Greenawalt and his wife, Molly, of Hummelstown, Pa.; numerous nieces, nephews 
and other extended family members; and his “best bud,” David Thompson. Among his favorite 
pastimes, he enjoyed hunting and fishing with his boys and spending time with his grandchildren. A 
funeral service was held at the First Baptist Church, 214 E. Beaver Street, Philipsburg, with Pastor 
Ted Seibert, officiating.

Nancy L. Myers
Nancy L. Myers, 77, of (Black Moshannon) RD Philipsburg,

 died Sunday, June 21, 2026, at her residence.

Nancy was born on January 8, 1949, in Philipsburg, a daughter of the late Fred A. Neidrick and 
Anna Jane (Casher) Miller. She was a 1966 graduate of the Philipsburg – Osceola Area High 
School. Early in her working career, she was employed with Shortway Products, Clearfield, Pa. 
However, she was employed for most of her career at the former Autoport in State College. Nancy 
was married on June 13, 1970, in Osceola Mills, to Matthew Gerald “Jerry” Myers, who survives 
at home. She is also survived by one daughter, Melissa J. Herrington and her husband, Troy, of 
(Black Moshannon) RD Philipsburg; two grandchildren, Trentin M. Herrington and his wife, Darby 
and Halle R. Herrington, all of Charleston, South Carolina; one sister, Janice L. Faust and her 
husband, William, of Madera; three brothers: Jeffery L. “Bud” Neidrick and his wife, Jackie, of 
(South) Philipsburg, Frederick Michael “Mike” Neidrick and his wife, Debbie, of (North) Philipsburg 
and Joseph M. “Joe” Neidrick and his wife, Cindy, of Osceola Mills; a step-brother, Robert N. “Rob” 
Miller, of (Glass City) RD Philipsburg; and numerous nieces, nephews and other extended family 
members. Among her favorite pastimes, she enjoyed socializing with family and friends and also 
enjoyed a good game of Pinochle. A funeral service was held at the Beezer-Heath Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services, Philipsburg, with Pastor Steven Cowfer, officiating. Interment: Umbria 
Cemetery, Osceola Mills.

Agnes Ann (Krupa) Renaud
Agnes Ann (Krupa) Renaud, 95, of Heritage Ridge Senior Living at Windy Hill, RD 

Philipsburg, went to be with our Lord on June 21, 2026.

She was born on May 9, 1931, to Joseph and Edith (Kovach) Krupa of N. Philipsburg, Pa., 1st 
generation immigrants from Czechoslovakia. Agnes was preceded in death by her six siblings: 
Mildred Barich, Edith Mitchell, Marie, Steven, Joe and Paul Krupa. She is survived by her sister, 
Katherine Gallo, of N. Philipsburg. On May 16th, 1959, she married William F. Renaud, of Karthaus; 
and shortly after they moved to Erie, Pa.  While they were living in Erie, she had her son, Walter 
Renaud and her daughter, Carol Hanes. Agnes loved and appreciated all nature and the outdoors–
she called all parts of nature, from beautiful flowers to the fluffy clouds, “miracles.” She always 
said she didn’t have a sweet tooth, but her favorite parts of the day were her daily cups of coffee 
and cookies. She left a profound impact on the people in her life, and will be remembered for her 
love and kindness she showed to her patients as she worked as a nurse’s aid at Philipsburg State 
General Hospital. Agnes was a member of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Philipsburg; 
and she was instrumental in raising her children and grandchildren and leading them to the Lord. 
She is survived by six grandchildren: Angela and Andrea Dubenski, Christopher, Brittany and Kyle 
Renaud and Mandi Lippert; and two great grandchildren, Caspian Lippert and Nica Renaud. She 
lived a life not measured in years but of the countless lives she touched. As a wife, mother, sister, 
grandmother, great grandmother, and friend, she will be deeply missed. A funeral service was held 
at the Beezer-Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 719 E. Spruce Street, Philipsburg, with 
Pastor Robert Ray, officiating. Interment: Philipsburg Cemetery.

Obituaries Courtesy of: Heath’s Funeral 
Home, Bennett & Houser Funeral Home, Inc

Kruise-Spewock Funeral & Cremation 
Services, Inc, McQuown Funeral; 

Gibbons Funeral Homes, Beezer-Heath 
Funeral Home & Cremation Services
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CLEARFIELD, PA
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Honor a 
Loved One 

with a 
Memorial AD.

Email: adbargainclassifi eds@yahoo.com
Call: 800-854-8228

Each year on July 4, 
many Americans are 
in a celebratory mood 
as they prepare for all 
the fanfare involved 
with Independence Day 
festivities. But Indepen-
dence Day 2026 stands to 
be extra special since it 
marks America’s 250th 
birthday. Towns, cities 
and the entire country 
will be planning much 
more extravagant July 4 
celebrations in 2026.

People who want to 
get in on the America 250 
action may want to begin 
thinking about how they 
are going to make their 
homes and businesses 
more festive. 

•	 BUNTING AND BAN-
NERS: Bunting and 
banners are traditional 
patriotic decorations. 
They traditionally are 
red, white and blue 
and can be hung from 
porches, fences and 
railings. 

•	 AMERICAN FLAGS: 
Many homes and busi-
nesses already display 
the flag, but this is 
the perfect opportuni-
ty to do so for those 
who want to exhibit 
their pride in Ameri-
ca. Be sure to treat the 
flag with respect and 
review the official Unit-
ed States Flag Code, 
which mandates that 
the flag never touch-
es the ground and is 
illuminated if flown at 
night. When hanging 

against a wall or win-
dow, the blue union 
must be at the top left.

•	 SPECIALTY SIGNS: 
Many municipalities 
are getting in on the 
America 250 action and 
will organize special-
ty parades and parties. 
People can check with 
local government offic-
es to see if lawn signs 
will be available. If so, 
they can be displayed 
in front of homes or 
retail stores.

•	 T A B L E S C A P E S : 
Themed America 250 
tablecloths can be used 
for backyard parties 
and picnics. Center-
pieces of mason jars 
filled with mini flags 
and birthday number 
candles spelling out 250 
are another fun idea. 

•	 COZY ACCENTS: 
Both homeowners and 
store owners can incor-
porate cozy accents like 
wooden blocks or patri-
otic table runners that 
display the 1776-2026 
theme. Throw pillows 
and blankets featuring 
stars and stripes tossed 
over an antique rock-
ing chair on a porch 
or near an entryway is 
a great way to offer a 
touch of Americana.

•	 LIGHTS: Twinkling 
holiday lights in red, 
white and blue can be 
hung around windows 
and doors, or wrapped 
around trees in the 
yard for festive appeal.

Communities may 
identify specific deco-
rating goals, like entire 
streets featuring paper 
lanterns, or America 250 

flags on telephone poles. 
Residents can partici-
pate in such plans where 
possible.

America’s 250th birth-
day certainly is worthy 
of celebration and lots of 
patriotic decor can com-
memorate this special 
event.

Decorating for America’s 250th anniversary
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Award-winning 
author Bradley 
relishes pursuit 
of storytelling 
By Colette Costlow

ccostlow@altoonamirror.com 

Bedford native David 
Bradley believes that 
there is a 
story behind 
everything. 

“In order to 
tell a story, to 
really tell a 
story opposed 
to making a 
statement, is 
to embrace a 
different kind of logic,” 
he said. 

That approach fueled 
Bradley’s journey as a 
creative writer, as he pub-
lished two novels, “South 
Street” (1975) and “The 
Chaneysville Incident” 
(1981), which received 
the 1982 PEN/Faulkner 
Award and an Academy 
Award from the Ameri-
can Academy and Insti-
tute of Arts 
and Letters. 

After 
finishing 
a 30-year 
career as a 
university 
professor, 
Bradley, 75, 
continues 
to write and 
give lectures, 
recently 
returning 
home to 
speak about 
Bedford 
County’s Black history, 
along with an “inter-
rogatory” presentation 
inspired by Fredrick 
Douglass’ “Fifth of July” 
speech, questioning the 
appropriateness of cele-
brating the Declaration of 
Independence when slav-
ery was still enforced. 

Writing was an enjoy-
able pastime for Bradley 
as a child living in a very 
isolated community in 
Bedford, being the only 
child of the Rev. David 
and Harriette Bradley. 

“You could do it any-
where, and you didn’t 
have to ask anyone,” he 
said of writing. 

His father worked as 
a minister for 20 years, 
serving at African Meth-
odist Episcopal Zion 
Church. Bradley said 
working at the church 
was an act of love for his 
father, who also conduct-
ed church history in the 
basement and published 
in a quarterly church 
magazine.  

Associating history 
with dust and old books, 
Bradley wasn’t interest-
ed in history until later, 
when he realized that his-
torical figures were real 
people with backstories. 

“You read what the his-

torians write, and there is 
a story there,” he said. 

‘South Street’
After graduating from 

Bedford Area High School 
in 1968, Bradley applied 
and was accepted to the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia in Philadelphia for 
creative writing. 

Creative writing was 
an independent major at 
the time, so Bradley said 
that he had to develop his 
own program including 
both English and writing 
courses. 

He said most of his 
teachers were good to him, 
as most were people on 
the fringes of their depart-
ments. 

Bradley was always 
inspired by his surround-
ings, as one of his school 
assignments included 
a 300-page collection of 
short stories that drew 
inspiration from Bedford 
County. 

But South Street, locat-
ed across the river from 
the University of Penn-
sylvania, inspired him 

to write his 
first novel. 
In Philadel-
phia, South 
Street was 
the southern 
border of 
the city, and 
when Black 
families 
moved north, 
South Street 
was one place 
they primari-
ly settled. 

Bradley 
recalled walk-
ing down the 

streets or visiting nearby 
bars, which became the 
basis of his story that was 
published a few years 
later. 

“It was a small time in 
the city, and you got to 
know people and talk to 
people you wouldn’t usual-
ly talk to,” he said. 

After graduating from 
UPenn, he packed his bags 
in 1972 and went abroad to 
Kings College at the Uni-
versity of London, where 
he majored in United 
States Area Studies. While 
learning in a new coun-
try, he said he practically 
rewrote his soon-to-be 
novel. 

“I grew a lot, and my 
book grew a lot, and my 
understanding of what I 
knew grew up,” he said. 

One year after graduat-
ing from Kings College, 
Bradley finally published 
“South Street” in 1975. 
Under the book descrip-
tion on Penguin Random 
House’s website, it states 
“South Street is a brilliant, 
heartfelt portrait of Black 
urban life and a man 
grappling with the messy, 
uncontainable truths of 
life, love, and survival.” 

However, his most iconic 
piece, “The Chaneysville 
Incident,” was a labor of 
love, as he invested a few 
years of research into the 

piece before its publica-
tion. 

Sharing Bedford 
history

Bradley’s mother, 
Harriette, helped the 
Bedford County Heritage 
Committee write a book 
called “A Kernel of Great-
ness” in the early 1970s, 
detailing how Black peo-
ple originally settled in 
the region and the incor-
poration of the Under-
ground Railroad.

Bradley said his moth-
er discovered that some 
slaves who used Bedford’s 
Underground Railroad 
died by suicide, as they 
didn’t want to return to 
their masters when recap-
tured. 

She told Bradley that 
those slaves were buried 
at the Imes Cemetery, 
located off Route 326 near 
Chaneysville. They didn’t 
have headstones because 
no one knew of their 
names, but they did have 
markers. 

“The people treated 
them like they were peo-
ple in death,” Bradley 
said. “They were proba-
bly treated more humanly 
in life, and that amazed 
me.” 

After graduation, Brad-
ley was living in New 
York City working as an 
assistant editor in the 
trade books division of 
J.P. Lippincott & Co. and 
as a visiting lecturer at 
his alma mater, UPenn. 
With direct access to 
historical material, he 
said he quickly became 
submerged into Bedford’s 
story. 

He published his second 
novel, “The Chaneys-
ville Incident,” in 1981 
with Harper & Row, now 
known as HarperCollins. 
The story follows histo-
rian John Washington 
after he returns to his 
Pennsylvania roots to 
investigate the death of 
his father and the inci-
dent involving the deaths 
of 12 slaves. 

“It’s not just about the 
incident; it’s about the 
people who find the inci-
dent,” Bradley said. 

The novel received the 
PEN/Faulkner Award for 
Fiction in 1982 and wide-
spread recognition, as it 
was reviewed by the New 
York Times, Howard Uni-
versity and the Columbia 
Journal of American 
Studies. 

The New York Times 
Book Review also selected 
Bradley’s novel as one of 
the best books in 1981. 

‘’The man’s a writer,” 
American novelist Vance 
Bourjaily wrote in the 
review. “What he can do, 
at a pretty high level of 
energy, is synchronize 
five different kinds of 
rhetoric, control a com-
plicated plot, convey a lot 
of information, handle 
an intricate time scheme, 
pull off a couple of final 
tricks that dramatize 
provocative ideas and 
generally keep things 
going for 200,000 words.’’

Leaving his mark 
Bradley continued 

pursuing storytelling at 
a university level as a 
professor of English at 
Temple University for 20 
years and an associate 
professor of fiction at 
Oregon University for 10 

Bedford native reflects on creative writing career

Bradley

Mirror photo by Colette Costlow

Bedford-born and raised author David Bradley stands in front of the Omni Bed-
ford Springs Resort Thursday afternoon before starting his weekend lecture 
series in light of Juneteenth and the Fourth of July.  

The Bradley file
Name: David Bradley

Age: 75

Current residence: San Diego, California

Education: Bedford Area High School, 1968; bachelor’s 
degree in creative writing at the University of Pennsylvania, 
1968-1972; master’s degree in United States Area Studies 
at King’s College London, 1974. 

Novels: “South Street: A Novel” (1975); and  
“The Chaneysville Incident” (1981)

“I grew a lot, 
and my book 
grew a lot,  
and my  
understanding 
of what I knew 
grew up.”

David Bradley,  
on time spent  

studying at  
Kings College London

NOW HIRING PART-TIME INSPECTOR/PACKERS 
Flexible Scheduling • Up to 28 Hours Per Week

Join Vitro Automotive Glass in Tipton, PA
Looking for a job that fits your life? Whether you’re a parent, 
student, retiree, or simply looking for supplemental income, Vitro 
Automotive Glass is now offering part-time opportunities with 
flexible scheduling.

We Offer:
• Flexible work schedules
• Up to 28 hours per week
• Competitive pay
• Safe, clean manufacturing environment
• Opportunities to gain valuable manufacturing experience
• Supportive team atmosphere
• Potential opportunities for future career growth
At Vitro, we manufacture automotive glass products that help 
keep drivers safe every day. Become part of a team that takes 
pride in quality, teamwork, and innovation.
Apply Today! Vitro Automotive Glass – Tipton, PA
Visit www.vitro.com/careers to learn more.
Flexible Hours. Meaningful Work. A Brighter Future.
Vitro Automotive Glass - Makers of a Bright Future®

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Blair County Bar Association is seeking 
an Executive Director. The position 
is part-time (15-20 hours per week). 
Job duties are largely administrative 
in nature and include organizing 
operational activities. Candidates must 
possess the following skills: Microsoft 
Office, time management, and inter-
personal communication. Bachelor’s 
degree and knowledge of the legal 
profession are required.

To apply and for a more specific
job description, email

blaircountybarassociation@gmail.com

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

The Chestnut Ridge School District 
is seeking an Assistant Principal 
for the Chestnut Ridge Elementary 
School, which houses approximately 
300 students in grades PreK through 
2. Applicants should have a strong 
leadership skills, a commitment 
to student achievement, and be 
appropriately certified with a PA 
Principal Certification (or eligibility).

Application Information: All 
applicants are required to submit a PA 
Standard Application, letter of interest, 
resume, transcripts, copy of certificate, 
Praxis scores, three reference letters, 
Act 151 PA Child Abuse Clearance, 
Act 34 PA Criminal Record Check, 
Act 114 FBI Background Check, 
and Act 168 Commonwealth of PA 
Sexual Misconduct/Abuse Disclosure 
Release Forms (see website for 
instructions) to:

Samantha Diehl,
Secretary to the Superintendent

Chestnut Ridge School
3281 Valley Road

Fishertown, PA 15539
Or sdiehl@crlions.org

Candidates may also visit the 
district’s website at www.crlions.org 

and go to Employment Opportunities 
for additional information.

Application Packets Deadline:
3:00 p.m. on July 6, 2026.

EOE

750 - Pets For Sale

3 Female Shih tzu
puppies. 13 weeks old.  

Vet checked & vaccinated.  
Ready to go, $375

leave message
(814) 355-2406

7 pug puppies, 6 Black  
Phantom Merle and

1 Fawn. vet checked and  
ready to go.

(814) 695-5952

Mini Bermiedoodles 
Female & males, shots  
license #16833. Merles  

$850, Black Tri $650
Call or text.

(724) 388-1482

Mini Golden Doodle Pups.  
3 females & 5 males, Vet  
checked, up to date on  

shots and one year health
guarantee. $695

License Number: 18076
(814) 285-7422

775 - Yard Sales

years before leaving in 
2013. He now resides in 
San Diego, California.

He also focused on 
creative nonfiction with 
pieces appearing in 
“Esquire,” “Redbook,” 
“The New York Times,” 
“The Los Angeles Times” 
and “The New Yorker,” 
among others.

His short story, “You 
Remember the Pin Mill,” 
published in 2012 with 
“Narrative” received the 
O. Henry Award in 2014. 

In his free time, he 
enjoyed running mara-
thons, as it helped him 
center his thoughts away 
from the page. 

“It’s a great place to 
think,” he said. “It gets 
you away from any dis-

tractions and allows you 
to work through any prob-
lems.” 

Jessica Sims, execu-
tive director of the Omni 
Bedford Springs Resort, 
remembered Bradley run-
ning through the area as 
she grew up knowing him. 

She said she was excited 
to welcome him back to 
the area for the lecture 
series he participated in 
recently. 

“I think it’s a special 
moment to bring him back 
where he’s from and speak 
about Bedford County,” 
she said. 

Bedford County Histori-
cal Society member Kevin 
Mearkle said that “The 
Chaneysville Incident” 
brought awareness to the 

story of freedom that took 
place in Bedford County 
before the Civil War. 

He said its subject mat-
ter also contributed to his 
own book, “The Under-
ground Railroad of Bed-
ford County” and other 
current books, including 
“Summer of Meteors” by 
Kris Schaale. 

As Bradley continues 
to visit his hometown 
each year, he said that he 
appreciates its extensive 
history. 

“It’s a rich source, and 
I’m lucky to have it,” he 
said. 

Mirror Staff Writer Colette 

Costlow is at 814-946-7414.

775 - Yard Sales

YARD SALE 
SEASON IS 
HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: Thursdays by noon for the
following Wednesday

SINGLE FAMILY YARD SALE
30 words for only $6.50

***COLOR INCLUDED***

COMMUNITY OR MULTI FAMILY
YARD SALE

30 words $9.60 per issue or make your  
ad stand out with color $12.60

All Yard Sales must have one address
listed in the ad.

To place a yard sale
Call 1-800-854-8228

or 814-946-7431

Single Family
$29.99

Multi Family
$39.99

Community,
Sidewalk, Church

$59.99

Call Classifi eds
to place your ad!
814-946-7422
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LOCAL Business & Service

Furniture Clock Repair

2225 Ruth Way, Johnstown PA 15904  

www.youngamericanfurniture.com
Free Delivery and Set Up • Open Monday through Thursday 9-7 & Friday 9-5
Overlooking the new Geistown Roundabout Rt. 56 and Rt. 756 Intersection

814-266-6513

Furniture!
The State’s Largest Selection Of 

Mechanical, Electrical, Quartz, 
Cuckoo, & Grandfather Clock. 

Clock Restoration, 
Home Service Repair & Sales 

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BOB 814-941-0666

BOLLINGER CLOCK REPAIR

NotariesConstruction

Specializing in Metal Roofing, Pole Barns, Siding, 
Soffit/Fascia, Decks, Seamless Gutters

DANIEL’S ROOFING

Fully Insured(814) 330-9048

PA 168727 NOTARY & COPY STOP

401 SIXTH AVENUE, ALTOONA • 319 S. LOGAN BLVD, LAKEMONT

Like 
Us On

LAKEMONT 814-949-7070/814-946-4114 ALTOONA

PENNDOT AUTHORIZED MESSENGER SVC.
INSTANT ONLINE VEHICLE TITLING/

RENEWALS, BOATS, ATV, SNOWMOBILES 
*STATE/SVC FEES APPLY

Concrete & Masonry

PA#149659

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTOR

814-932-4114 
ask for John

ALL PHASES OF HOME REMODELING

FULLY  
INSURED 

FREE  
ESTIMATE

NOW! 
CLEAN
OUTS

Specializing In Concrete & Masonry

Estate Services

Call Us At 814-317-6511
No Obligation Consultations

Tri County Estate Service
• Estates, Moving, Downsizing
•  Complete Cleanout Services
•  Experienced, 

Knowledgeable and 
Dedicated

• Bonded and Insured

Tree Services

Serving 
the Area 

Since
2001

New Tree
Planting and
Replacing

814-943-3171
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

• Dead Wooding
• Pruning

Notaries

ELI’S CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

• Roofing • Siding • Decks
• Garages • Some Interior

Fully Insured
PA 185540

For a FREE Estimate
Call 814-939-8006

Quality
DUNKLE SERVICES

PENN DOT AUTH.
ON LINE MESSENGER SVC

Same Day License Renewals! 
Vehicle/Driver Licenses Notary/Title Trans./T. Tags
ATVs, Boats, Snowmobiles, State/Svc. Fees Apply

303 UNION AVE. 814-941-1022 OR 814-941-1023

Construction

DIRECTORY
Landscaping

JJ Sinisi Landscaping Lawn Care Inc.

814-949-1993 JJSinisiLandscaping.com
Free Estimates • Quality • Prompt • ProfessionalPA#001397

Lawn Care • Lawn Installation 
 Landscaping Cleanups & Mulching

Fall & Spring Cleanups • Landscaping Installation
Shrub Trimming & Maintenance • Retaining Walls 

 Paver Installation • Bobcat Services
Stump Grinding • Snow Removal & Salting

Health Insurance

Got Health Insurance Questions?

• Group Benefits • Individual Plans
• Medicare/Turning 65

thehealthinsuranceplace.com

Altoona
Station Medical Center

(814) 201-2829

Johnstown
508 Luray Avenue

(814) 266-8383

WE HAVE YOUR ANSWERS!

General Contractor

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Interior & Exterior Painting, 

Remodeling, Bathrooms, Tile, Flooring, 
Decks & Porches, General Contracting

FULLY 
INSURED

SMALL TO LARGE JOBS GIVE US A CALL 
814-935-0964

Gutters

The Gutterman
5” and 6” Seamless 
Gutters installation 
cleaning repair | guards
Protect the structural integrity of your home with our 
maintenance-free seamless gutters.

Brian George Construction
814-932-1442 PA#033756

Carpentry

724-549-9178
J&E Carpentry

• Metal & Shingle roof • Soffit,  
Fascia & Siding • Dry Wall • Painting  

• Flooring • Trim Work • Decks & Porches  
• Remodeling • Bathrooms • Fencing & More.

General Contractor

Lou Kabello General Contractor
PA016306

• Siding
• Windows

• General
Repairs

Call for an Estimate!
(814) 946-4428 or (814) 937-5960 - Cell
“Serving the Community Since 1970!”

Fully
Insured

Handyman

Lawn Care

Fully Insured  

SCHEDULE SPRING CLEAN UP NOW!
JOE’S LAWN CARE & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

(814) 414-5191 Cell • (814) 695-0958 Home
ASK ABOUT OUR AWARD-WINNING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES!
ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS!

Mowing, Tree Trimming, Hedge & Shrub Trimming, 
Mulching, Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing

www.joeslawnhandyman.com
PA#115273

20222023

SIPES PAVING
PA 050661

Altoona, PA
814-505-4041

Over 30 True Years Experience
Residential / Commercial

Fully Insured

Paving

Paving

Hardscaping Landscaping

WagnerHardscaping.com

814-660-2233

Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,
Outdoor Living Spaces,

Walkways, & Much More

Rubin Wagner, Owner

SKID STEER &
EXCAVATION

SERVICES

& Custom Excavating

Wagner Hardscaping PA#212585

Carpet CleaningCarpet CleaningPainting & Papering

Home Improvement

Painting & Papering

814-944-3644    www.MonarchRugCleaning.com

Monarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug Cleaning
Pick Up & Delivery
or SAVE 20%or or SAVE 20%SAVE 20%

on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry 
5th Avenue & 9th Street • Altoona

R.L. Waddell Painting & Decorating Inc.
BLAIR COUNTY’S FINEST IN ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS!

Randy L. Waddell, Owner • Office: 814-944-5244 • Cell: 814-931-1453

Specializing
in Interior of
your Home or

Church!

• High Ceilings
• Walls
• Woodwork
• Large Stairwells
• Foyers
• Kitchen Cupboards

•  Waterproofi ng Basements
•  Wood Preservation of All

Wood Homes & Log Homes
• Varnishing  • Staining
• Removing Wallpaper
• Exterior of your Home

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Basement  
Leaking   
AGAIN?

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 
814-505-5427

• French Drains
• Sump Pumps
• Foundation Repairs
• Mold Removal
•  Restoration &

Waterproofing
• Crawl Spaces

Se
rvi

ng
  

Blai
r C

ou
nty

PA#212585

Call Stephanie today to place your business! 814-949-7018

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

Wilt’s Tree Service
FULLY INSURED

Call For A FREE Estimate!
814-696-3000

BUCKET 
TRUCK 

SERVICE

dTree Services

�������
����

SEALING, PAVING, PATCHING & STRIPING

Free Estimates | Fully Insured | Residential & Commercial

PA#023488CALL TIM 814-934-7913

Asphalt Company LLC

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE TODAY!

Place Your Ad Here!
Call Stephanie! 

814-949-7018

Home Improvement

Paving

JPAVE
Absolute Quality

WWW.J-PAVE.COM

Asphalt’s an investment – Get it done right!

30 Years Experience
Altoona, PA • 814-934-0315

PA LIC# 004418428

FULLY INSURED • PA# 184437

Amish Roofi ng 
Company 

Based out of 
Belleville, PA

FREE ESTIMATES 
METAL & SHINGLES

Roo� ng

Fencing

Specializing in All Types of Fencing

Let Us Fence You In!
OFFICE:

PA046711

Owner/Operator
Caleb Marshall

Owner/Operator
Michael Kustenbauder

FREE ESTIMATES

814-937-2336 814-574-6298warriorsmarkfencing.com
814-632-8526
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For fast results, call the Ad Bargain at 800-854-8228

Become a Published Author with 
Dorrance. We want to read your book!

Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance 
has made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just like 

you. We are dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide
855-502-2723

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/altoona
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The story of the United States spans 250 
years of change, growth and adjustment.
From a small group of colonies along the 

Atlantic coast to a nation that stretches 
across a continent, America developed 
through choices made over generations. 
Its history reflects continuity shaped by 

adaptation rather than a single defining 
moment.
The nation’s origins lie in the late 

18th century, when colonists sought 
independence from British rule. The 
Declaration of Independence articulated 
shared principles, while the Constitution 
established a framework for self-government. 
Together, these documents balanced ideals 
with practical governance, creating a system 
designed to endure while allowing future 
revision.
Early national life required experimentation. 

Leaders tested approaches to finance, law 
and diplomacy, while citizens adjusted to 
a new civic identity. Establishing courts, 
regulating trade and organizing federal 
departments helped stabilize the young 
republic. The admission of new states 
expanded both geography and political 
responsibility, drawing diverse communities 
into a shared national project.
Growth and Change
The 19th century brought rapid 

transformation. Transportation improvements 

such as canals and railroads connected 
regions and supported commerce. 
Immigration increased population and 
cultural diversity, while industrialization 
altered work, cities and daily routines. These 
forces pushed institutions to evolve and 
required ongoing adjustment at local and 
national levels.
The Civil War tested the durability of the 

union and reshaped national priorities. 
Its aftermath required reconstruction, 
reconciliation and rebuilding across large 
portions of the country. Despite deep 
disruption, the nation continued to grow 
economically and territorially, reinforcing 
a commitment to shared governance and 
continuity.
The 20th century introduced global 

engagement and internal change. World wars 
expanded America’s role on the world stage 
and accelerated technological development. 
Economic growth following World War II 
supported rising living standards, expanded 
access to education and increased 
homeownership, reshaping everyday life in 
communities across the country.
Shared Experience
In the latter half of the century, advances 

in technology, transportation and 
communication further changed how 
Americans lived and worked. Interstate 
highways connected regions, air travel 

reduced distance and new media reshaped 
information sharing. These developments 
influenced commerce, culture and daily 
routines in lasting ways.
Entering the 21st century, Americans 

continued adjusting to rapid innovation, 
demographic change and evolving 
expectations. New technologies reshaped 
communication and work, while communities 
adapted to economic shifts and population 
movement. These changes reflected 
continuity with the nation’s long tradition of 
adjustment rather than departure from it.
As the nation reaches its 250th anniversary, 

its story reflects resilience built through 
adaptation. America’s history is not a 
single narrative but a collection of shared 
experiences linked by common principles. 
That balance of continuity and change 
remains central to understanding how the 
nation arrived at this milestone and how it 
continues forward.

A Nation’s Story
How America Reached Its 250th Anniversary
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The leaders who guided the United States 
through its earliest years faced an 

uncertain task.
Independence brought freedom, but it 

also required the creation of a functioning 
government capable of uniting diverse states. 
The nation’s founders approached this 

challenge through debate, compromise and 
practical problem-solving rather than simple 
agreement.
Before independence was secured, the 

Continental Congress served as an early test 
of cooperation. Delegates coordinated military 
efforts, diplomacy and supplies while balancing 
regional interests. These early efforts revealed 
both the promise and limits of collective 
leadership across colonies with different 
priorities.
After the war, the Articles of Confederation 

provided a first attempt at national governance. 
While they preserved state authority, limited 
federal power and financial instability made 
coordination difficult. These shortcomings 
prompted reconsideration rather than 
abandonment of shared goals and highlighted 
the need for a stronger framework.
Designing a Framework
The Constitutional Convention of 1787 

became a turning point. Delegates debated 
representation, executive power and the 
balance between state and federal authority. 
Compromises such as the Great Compromise 

addressed the concerns of both large and small 
states, while separation of powers created 
checks within government.
The resulting Constitution reflected practical 

judgment. It established mechanisms for 
lawmaking, enforcement and interpretation 
while allowing amendment. This flexibility 
acknowledged that future generations would 
face conditions the founders could not foresee.
Ratification required public trust. Essays later 

known as The Federalist Papers explained the 
proposed system and encouraged informed 
discussion. The addition of the Bill of Rights 
addressed concerns about individual freedoms, 
reinforcing confidence in the new framework 
and encouraging widespread support across 
the states.
Putting Ideas Into Practice
Early leaders focused on making the system 

work. Establishing federal courts, organizing 
executive departments and managing 
national debt helped stabilize the young 
republic. Foreign policy decisions secured 
recognition and trade, strengthening economic 
independence and international standing.
Daily governance required patience and 

cooperation. Disagreements emerged over 
finance, foreign relations and authority, but 
structured debate allowed resolution without 
dismantling the system. Elections and peaceful 
transfers of power reinforced legitimacy and set 
enduring precedents for leadership.

Lasting Legacy
The founders did not expect perfection. They 

understood governance as an ongoing process 
shaped by participation and revision. Their 
work emphasized responsibility as much as 
authority and encouraged civic engagement at 
all levels.
Over time, the structures they created proved 

durable. Amendments, elections and evolving 
interpretation allowed the system to respond 
to new challenges while maintaining its core 
framework.
As the nation marks its 250th anniversary, 

the work of the founders continues through 
the system they created. Their emphasis on 
structure, debate and compromise provided 
continuity while allowing change, supporting a 
republic capable of enduring through changing 
times and circumstances for generations to 
come.

Founders at Work
How Early Leaders Built a Lasting System

Flem
ingto

n

Altoo
na

DAILY
OPEN

Happy 250th, America! from

PLEASANT VALLEY SHOPPING CENTER
814-942-4900  WWW.UJWOODSHED.COM
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Altoona, PA Est. 1976 • Carlisle, PA Est. 2009

Lavale, MD Est. 1978 • Chambersburg, PA Est. 2019

Williamsport, PA Est. 1998 

Youngstown, OH Est. 2024

When the United States declared 
independence in 1776, its borders 

stretched only along the Atlantic coast. 
Thirteen colonies formed a loose union, uncertain 

whether their experiment in self-government 
would last. Over the next 250 years, the nation 
expanded steadily, shaped by migration, 
negotiation and settlement.
Early growth followed population movement. 

Settlers crossed the Appalachian Mountains 
in search of farmland and opportunity. New 
communities formed along rivers and trade 
routes, creating demand for roads, markets and 
local government. As populations grew, territories 
began seeking statehood and a voice in national 
affairs.
The process was deliberate. Territories drafted 

constitutions, organized governments and 
demonstrated readiness to join the union on equal 
footing with existing states. This approach helped 
maintain stability as the nation grew.
Paths to Expansion

Some additions came through negotiation and 
purchase. The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 more 
than doubled the nation’s size, opening vast areas 
to settlement and trade. Later agreements added 
territory in the South and West, reshaping the 
national map without military conflict.
Other states emerged from organized territories 

as railroads, farms and towns took root. 
California’s rapid growth during the Gold Rush 
led to statehood in 1850, while states across the 
Midwest followed as agriculture expanded and 
transportation improved.
Each new state brought its own economy and 

culture. Coastal states often relied on trade and 
shipping, while interior states developed around 
farming, mining and manufacturing. Together, they 
reflected a wide range of regional experiences.
Connecting the States

Expansion required connection. The National 
Road, canals and later transcontinental railroads 
linked distant regions and allowed goods and 
people to move efficiently. These networks 
strengthened commerce and helped create a 

national economy.
Communication improved alongside 

transportation. Newspapers, postal routes and 
telegraph lines reduced isolation and kept citizens 
informed. Shared information reinforced a sense 
of national identity even as communities remained 
locally distinct.
By the early 20th century, the contiguous United 

States had taken shape. The addition of Alaska 
and Hawaii in 1959 brought new geography and 
cultures into the union, extending the nation’s 
reach from the Arctic to the Pacific.

A Growing Union
How Thirteen Colonies Became Fifty States Over 250 Years
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Happy 250th

America!

www.hometownmarket.biz

1374 West Hannah St., Houtzdale, PA 16651
814-378-7422

Robert E Reed, Jr. - Funeral Director

Cremation Process, Temporary Urn, & Memorial Service
We provide this service free of charge to any EMS, 

Firefighter, Police, or Service Member whose death occurs 
in the line of duty. We provide the memorial service at any 

church, nursing home or cemetery chapel. 

Direct Cremation & Memorial Service

Direct Cremation Only $1,200

Cremation Services

Reed Funeral Home

National symbols offer a way 
for Americans to recognize 
shared history and values 
without a single voice or 

message. 
Over time, these symbols 

developed through custom, 
law and public use, reflecting 
continuity rather than deliberate 
design. Together, they provide 
a visual and cultural language 
understood across generations.
The American flag is among 

the most recognized national 
symbols. Its origins trace to the 
early years of independence, with 
stars and stripes representing 
unity among states. As the 
nation expanded, stars were 
added, allowing the flag to evolve 
alongside the country itself. 
Today, the flag appears at public 
buildings, community events 
and private homes, serving as a 
familiar presence in daily life.
The bald eagle became a 

national emblem in the late 
18th century. Selected for the 
Great Seal of the United States, 
the eagle symbolized strength 
and independence drawn 
from classical imagery. Over 

time, it appeared on currency, 
official documents and public 
monuments, reinforcing its role 
as a visual marker of national 
identity.
Symbols in Everyday Life
Other symbols developed 

through shared experience 
rather than formal selection. The 
Liberty Bell gained prominence 
in the 19th century, especially 
as abolitionists used it to 
represent freedom and justice. 
Though cracked, the bell 
became a lasting reminder of 
ideals expressed at the nation’s 
founding.
The Statue of Liberty arrived 

in the late 19th century as a 
gift from France and gradually 
assumed deeper meaning. For 
many immigrants, it marked 
arrival and opportunity. Over 
time, it became associated 
with welcome, civic values and 
participation in national life.
National songs and mottos 

also shape shared identity. “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” written 
during the War of 1812, became 
the national anthem in the 20th 
century. Phrases such as “E 

Pluribus Unum” emphasized 
unity among diverse states and 
people, reinforcing themes found 
throughout American history.
Changing Meaning
National symbols do not remain 

fixed. Their meanings shift 
as new generations interpret 
them through contemporary 
experience. The flag, monuments 
and national imagery have 
been present during moments 
of celebration, hardship and 
reflection.
Symbols are reinforced through 

routine use. Schools, civic events 
and public ceremonies rely on 
familiar imagery to mark shared 
occasions. These repeated 
encounters help maintain 
continuity without requiring 
uniform interpretation.
National symbols also appear 

in everyday spaces such as 
courthouses, libraries and town 
squares. Their presence reflects 
shared reference points rather 
than directive messages, allowing 
individuals to engage on personal 
terms.
Together, these symbols form 

a shared visual language. 
They persist not because they 
demand agreement but because 
they allow recognition across 
differences.
As the nation marks its 250th 

anniversary, national symbols 
continue to serve as familiar 
reference points. They connect 
past and present without 
prescribing interpretation. In 
doing so, they reflect a country 
shaped by shared images, 
evolving meaning and ongoing 
participation across generations.

America’s National Symbols
How Shared Images Express National Identity
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American strength has never rested in 
a single institution or moment. 

From the nation’s earliest days, it 
developed through persistence, cooperation 
and the willingness of ordinary people to 
meet unfamiliar challenges. 
Over 250 years, that pattern has repeated 

across generations.
During the Revolutionary era, strength 

was measured less by resources than 
by resolve. Local militias formed from 
farmers, tradespeople and shopkeepers 
who balanced daily responsibilities with 
civic duty. Supply shortages, uncertainty 
and prolonged conflict tested endurance. 
Success depended on shared effort and the 
ability to persist without guarantees.
As independence took hold, national 

strength expanded beyond conflict. 
Roads, ports and early industries required 
sustained labor and coordination. Canals 
and railroads connected distant regions, 
allowing commerce and communication 
to grow. Communities adapted to 
new demands while maintaining local 
responsibility.
Growth Through Change
The 19th century brought industrialization, 

reshaping how Americans worked and 
lived. Factories increased production, farms 

adopted new tools and cities expanded. 
Strength emerged not only from output but 
from adjustment. Workers learned new 
skills, communities organized services and 
civic institutions grew alongside industry.
Periods of strain prompted reform and 

innovation. 
The 20th century tested American strength 

on a global scale. Military service and 
national defense became central during 
times of conflict, supported by widespread 
participation at home. Manufacturing 

shifted, research accelerated and 
communities organized to meet shared 
goals. Strength revealed itself as a 
collective undertaking rather than a single 
function.
Beyond Defense
Following global conflicts, the nation 

invested in discovery and growth. Advances 
in medicine, engineering and transportation 
reshaped daily life. The space program 
demonstrated how long-term planning, 
scientific expertise and coordination could 
produce outcomes that extended beyond 
immediate needs.
In recent decades, rapid technological 

change introduced new challenges. 
Work evolved, information moved faster 
and industries transformed. Adaptability 
remained central. People retrained, 
relocated and redefined how they 
contributed, reflecting a long tradition of 
adjustment.
Shared Capacity
As the nation marks its 250th anniversary, 

American strength appears as an 
ongoing process. It is visible in steady 
effort between crises and in moments 
when communities come together. That 
resilience, built over time, continues to 
shape a nation defined not by permanence 
but by its capacity to endure and adapt.

A Nation of Strength
America's Military Might and Fortitude Have Shaped Its Destiny
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Years of
HEROES

We remember the service, the sacri� ce and the courage of those 
who gave their lives defending our freedom. � eir dedication to 

America and all it stands for � lls us with pride and gratitude,
and we honor each one’s memory today and always.

814-857-7714
2829 Woodland Bigler HWY.

Woodland, Pa 16881

Throughout its history, the United 
States marked progress through 

a series of notable �rsts.
These moments reflected 

curiosity, persistence and a 
willingness to try what had not 
been done before. Over 250 years, 
American firsts often began as 
practical efforts to solve problems, 
then grew into developments that 
influenced daily life far beyond 
their origins.
One early example came in 

transportation. In 1807, Robert 
Fulton’s successful steamboat 
demonstrated that powered 
vessels could travel upstream 
reliably. This advance transformed 
river travel, supporting trade and 
settlement along major waterways 
and helping connect inland 
communities to coastal markets.
Other early firsts followed a 

similar pattern. New tools and 

methods were tested locally, then 
adopted more widely as their 
usefulness became clear.
Breaking New Ground
In 1869, the completion of the 

first transcontinental railroad linked 
the eastern and western United 
States by rail. This connection 
reduced travel time dramatically 
and strengthened the national 
economy. Goods, people and ideas 
moved more freely across the 
continent, reshaping commerce 
and migration.
Innovation continued into the 

skies. In 1903, Wilbur and Orville 
Wright achieved the first successful 
powered airplane flight at Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina. Though 
brief, the flight demonstrated 
controlled, sustained air travel. 
Within decades, aviation became 
essential to transportation, 
commerce and national defense.

American firsts also appeared 
in communication. Alexander 
Graham Bell’s telephone, patented 
in 1876, allowed voices to travel 
across distance. This changed 
business, personal relationships 
and emergency response, bringing 
immediacy to everyday interaction.
Science and Service
The 20th century introduced firsts 

that reshaped health and science. 
The widespread use of antibiotics 
beginning in the 1940s improved 
survival rates and transformed 
medical treatment. These 
advances extended life expectancy 
and changed how communities 
approached public health.
In 1969, the Apollo 11 mission 

placed the first humans on the 
moon. This achievement required 
coordination across government, 
industry and education. 
American firsts were not limited 

to exploration. They also included 
organizational achievements, 
such as large-scale manufacturing 
systems and coordinated 
emergency response, which 
improved safety and efficiency.
Everyday Impact
What unites these milestones is 

their effect on ordinary life. Firsts 
often moved from experiment to 
expectation, becoming part of daily 
routines. Steamboats, railroads, 
telephones and air travel all 
followed this path.
As the nation approaches its 

250th anniversary, American 
firsts offer more than a list of 
accomplishments. They illustrate 
a pattern of testing ideas, learning 
from results and building on what 
works. That approach continues 
to shape innovation, reminding 
Americans that progress often 
begins with a willingness to try 
something new.

American Firsts
Milestones That Changed Life at Home and Beyond
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Across 250 years, Americans 
expressed who they were through 
words spoken, written and shared 

in public life. 

These voices came from many 
places and in many forms. Together, 
they reflected values that helped 
communities understand themselves 
and their place in a growing nation.
In the early years, public expression 

often appeared in speeches, 
sermons and printed materials. 
Town meetings allowed citizens to 
speak openly about local concerns. 
Newspapers carried editorials, letters 
and announcements that gave voice 
to everyday experience. These 
outlets helped shape conversation 
long before national media existed.
Expression did not require fame. 

Ordinary citizens contributed 

ideas, opinions and observations 
that influenced how communities 
functioned and how neighbors 
related to one another.
Public Words
Formal speeches played a visible 

role in American life. Leaders 
addressed communities during 
times of celebration, uncertainty and 
transition. These moments offered 
reassurance, direction and reflection, 
helping people make sense of 
change.
Public documents also mattered. 

Declarations, laws and charters 
expressed shared expectations 
about responsibility and participation. 
Their language emphasized 
collective effort and common 
purpose, reinforcing the idea that 
words could shape action.

Over time, public speaking 
expanded beyond official settings. 
Lectures, debates and civic 
gatherings brought ideas into 
theaters, schools and community 
halls, making dialogue part of 
everyday life.
Everyday Expression
Music, slogans and shared 

phrases carried ideas beyond 
formal language. Songs passed 
along values and memory. Simple 
expressions appeared on signs, 
banners and buttons, reinforcing 
belonging and pride.
In more recent decades, technology 

broadened who could be heard. 
Radio and television amplified voices 
across distance. Digital platforms 
later allowed individuals to share 
thoughts instantly, adding new layers 

to public conversation.
Despite changing formats, 

the purpose remained familiar. 
Americans continued using words 
to connect, persuade, comfort and 
celebrate.
Listening Forward
Voices of America were never 

singular. They overlapped, differed 
and evolved. What united them 
was participation. Expression 
invited response and encouraged 
involvement rather than silence.
As the nation approaches its 250th 

anniversary, listening remains as 
important as speaking. The ongoing 
exchange of ideas, stories and 
perspectives continues shaping 
American life. In a country defined 
by many experiences, its voices 
together tell a story still being written.

Voices of America
Words and Expressions That Re�ected Shared Values Over Time
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The idea often described 
as the American Dream has 
never held a single meaning. 

Instead, it evolved over 
time, shaped by economic 

conditions, social norms and 
personal expectations.

Across 250 years, the dream 
reflected how Americans 
imagined opportunity and 
progress in different eras.
In the nation’s earliest 

years, aspiration centered on 
independence. Land ownership 
and self-sufficiency represented 
security for many families. 
Owning property, sustaining a 
household and participating in 
local affairs defined success in a 
largely rural society. The dream 
focused less on advancement 
and more on stability within 
a new nation still forming its 
identity.
As the country expanded, those 

expectations began to change.
Shifting Definitions
During the 19th century, the 

American Dream increasingly 
included mobility and 
improvement. For some, this 

meant owning a business or 
mastering a skilled trade. For 
others, it meant providing 
education or opportunity for 
the next generation. Westward 
expansion and industrial growth 
reshaped how Americans 
viewed progress, tying aspiration 
to movement and economic 
change.
The early 20th century brought 

further adjustment. Urbanization 
and factory work altered daily 
life, while public education 
expanded access to learning. 
Aspirations broadened beyond 
land ownership to include 
professional advancement and 
steady income in growing cities. 
The dream adapted to new 
forms of work and living.
After World War II, the American 

Dream shifted again. The GI 
Bill expanded access to higher 
education and homeownership, 
helping millions of veterans enter 
new careers. Suburban growth 
reshaped housing and family 
life, while long-term employment 
became closely linked to stability 
and planning for the future.
Changing Expectations

In the latter half of the 20th 
century, the dream continued 
to evolve. Higher education 
became more common, and 
career paths diversified. Success 
was increasingly defined by 
personal goals as well as 
material security. Creative 
fulfillment, service and work-
life balance gained importance 
alongside traditional measures 
of progress.
Economic shifts also influenced 

expectations. As service 
industries expanded and 
manufacturing declined in some 
regions, Americans adjusted 
their definitions of opportunity. 
Technology and mobility opened 
new options, allowing individuals 
to pursue paths less tied to 
location or a single profession.
Rather than offering a fixed 

outcome, the American Dream 
provided a framework for 
imagining progress shaped by 
circumstance and choice.
An Enduring Idea
The American Dream has 

endured because it remains 
flexible. Each generation 
revised it in response to 

changing conditions rather than 
rigid standards. Its meaning 
expanded to accommodate new 
realities without losing its core 
focus on opportunity.
As the nation approaches its 

250th anniversary, the American 
Dream continues as an evolving 
idea. It reflects the freedom 
to define success in personal 
terms while responding to 
broader social and economic 
change. Across generations, 
that adaptability has allowed 
the dream to remain part of the 
American story.

The American Dream
How Aspirations Shifted Across Generations
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Work has always been central to the American 
story. From early farms and workshops to 
factories, of�ces and digital spaces, labor 

shaped daily life and national development. 

The ways Americans worked reflected changing 
technology, geography and opportunity, while 
reinforcing shared expectations about effort and 
contribution.
In the nation’s earliest years, most 

Americans worked close to home. Agriculture 
dominated, supported by small trades such as 
blacksmithing, milling and carpentry. These 
occupations anchored local economies and 
fostered self-reliance, while trade networks 
connected communities to broader markets.
As the country expanded westward, work 

followed settlement. Farming adapted to new 
regions, while mining, logging and transportation 
supported growth. Canals and railroads created 
new jobs and allowed goods to move more 
efficiently, tying regional economies together and 
encouraging mobility.
Industrial Shifts
The 19th century brought industrialization. 

Factories changed how goods were produced 
and how people earned wages. Urban centers 
grew as workers sought opportunity, while new 
industries created demand for specialized skills 
and training.
Labor organizations emerged as workers 

sought improved conditions and stability. 

Over time, laws addressed hours, safety and 
compensation, reflecting evolving expectations 
about work and responsibility. These changes 
occurred gradually, shaped by economic 
conditions and public discussion.
The 20th century introduced further 

transformation. Manufacturing expanded during 
wartime production, while postwar prosperity 
supported growth in construction, education and 
service industries. Offices and professional roles 
increased, reflecting changes in technology and 
organization.
Modern Economy
Late in the century, automation and computing 

altered workplaces again. Jobs shifted toward 
information, healthcare and technology, while 
traditional industries adapted to new tools. 
Global trade influenced production, distribution 
and employment patterns.
Remote communication expanded where and 

how work could be done. Telephones, computers 
and internet-based tools reshaped collaboration 
and productivity. These changes affected both 

large organizations and independent workers 
across the country.
Small businesses continued to play a central 

role. Family-owned shops, farms and service 
providers remained economic anchors in towns 
and cities. Entrepreneurship offered pathways 
for innovation, local investment and community 
stability.
Work also shaped civic life. Newspapers, 

unions, schools and civic organizations reflected 
occupational identity and shared responsibility. 
These institutions reinforced connections 
between labor, information and community 
participation at the local level.
Economic transitions required adaptation. 

Workers retrained, industries reorganized and 
communities adjusted to shifting demand, 
reflecting the nation’s long pattern of responding 
to change.
Looking Ahead
As the nation reaches its 250th anniversary, 

work remains a defining feature of American 
life. Though tools and industries change, the 
emphasis on contribution and adaptability 
continues.
America’s work history shows a pattern of 

adjustment rather than replacement. Each 
generation built on prior effort, responding 
to new conditions while sustaining economic 
participation. That tradition remains central to 
how the nation moves forward.

America at Work
How Labor Shaped the Nation’s Growth
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Looking ahead has always involved 
uncertainty. Throughout American 
history, change arrived unevenly, 

shaped by innovation, migration and 
shifting expectations. 

Rather than following a single plan, 
the nation has repeatedly adjusted 
course in response to new conditions. 
Recent decades provide useful 
context for understanding how that 
process continues.
After World War II, the United 

States experienced rapid growth 
that reshaped daily life. Suburban 
development expanded housing and 
changed transportation patterns, 
while expanded access to education 
opened new opportunities for millions 
of families. The GI Bill helped 
veterans attend college and enter new 
professions, influencing long-term 
economic mobility. These changes 
unfolded gradually, influenced by 
economic conditions, public policy 
and personal choice rather than a 
single defining moment.
The second half of the 20th century 

brought additional transitions. 
Manufacturing remained important, 
but service industries grew as offices, 
retail and professional services 
expanded. 
Global trade increased, connecting 

American businesses and consumers 
more closely to international markets. 
These shifts altered how and where 
people worked, especially in urban 
and industrial regions.
Shifts in Society

Social change also influenced the 
national direction. The civil rights 
movement reshaped laws, institutions 
and expectations, expanding 
participation and opportunity in public 
life. Education systems, workplaces 
and communities adjusted over time, 
reflecting broader changes in who had 

access to economic and civic life.
Technology added another layer 

of change. The widespread use of 
personal computers and later the 
internet transformed communication, 
commerce and information access. 
Businesses adopted digital tools, 
while households adjusted to faster 
communication and new forms of 
connection that reduced distance and 
time.
These developments did not affect 

every community in the same way. 
Geography, industry and local 
resources shaped how change was 
experienced across the country.
Recent Adjustments

In the early 21st century, new 
patterns emerged. Advances in digital 
technology supported remote work 
and flexible schedules, changing how 
Americans balance work, home and 
community. Shifts in retail, logistics 
and media reflected new consumer 
habits and expectations.
At the same time, supply chain 

disruptions and economic uncertainty 
renewed attention to domestic 
production and trade policy. 
In recent years, the United States 

moved toward a more protectionist 
approach in some areas of trade and 
manufacturing. This shift reflected 
concerns about resilience, security 
and economic stability rather than 
ideology alone.

Looking Ahead
How Recent History Offers Clues 

About What Comes Next
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