
1668 A. E. Pleasant Valley Blvd.
ALTOONA, PA 16602

814-944-9390 • www.starter-cars.com

FINANCING 
PROGRAM

FRESH
START

$15,580 $16,980 $10,980

$19,980 $12,980$12,980

‘21 Hyundai Santa Fe
SEL, AWD

‘18 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Trailhawk

‘17 Chevy Traverse Premier
All Options

‘15 GMC Yukon Denali
4x4

‘18 Jeep Cherokee Latitude
AWD

‘19 Hyundai Kona SE
AWD
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Serving Our
45 

th Year!
 

Volume 45
Number 8

See Our

HOMETOWN

FAVORITES

section 

inside! or view the most recent version at 

www.myadbargain.com

By Andy Stine
astine@altoonamir-
ror.com

CLEARFIELD — The 
Clearfield Ministerium 
has been running a Stuff 
the Bus program at the 
Clearfield County Fair 
for about 12 years, with 
Pastor Bob Achey lead-
ing the project for about 
half of its years in exis-
tence.

Achey, a retired pastor 
of First Baptist Church of 
Clearfield, serves as the 
treasurer of the Clear-
field Ministerium. The 
Stuff the Bus program is 
one that has great impor-
tance for everyone at the 
Ministerium.

“We know there are 
kids in this area who 
cannot afford what it 
takes (to succeed),” 
Achey said.

Each year at the 
Clearfield County Fair, 
a Fullington school bus 
is parked near the farm 
animals and visitors are 
invited to fill the bus 
with school supplies.

The Ministerium col-
lects No. 2 pencils, cray-
ons, colored pencils, 
markers, backpacks, 
notebooks, glue sticks, 
boys and girls under-
wear, socks, pencil 
boxes, index cards and 
paper. All supplies col-
lected are donated to the 
Clearfield Area School 
District.

Not only are the stu-

dents of Clearfield taken 
care of through the pro-
gram, but the Ministeri-
um also collects money 
for nurses at Clearfield 
for their supply needs, 
as well.

“The schools just don’t 
supply like they used to,” 
Achey said. “We usual-
ly do fairly well with it 
here.”

Not only is the coun-
ty usually ready to help 
donate, but everyone at 
the Clearfield County 
Fairgrounds and the Ful-
lington Bus Co. also is 
willing to accommodate 
the Ministerium.

“The day I called to 
ask for permission (for 
the fair), they sent me to 
the fair director (Greg 
Hallstrom), and I said, 
‘Greg, it’s Pastor Achey.’ 
He said, ‘Right up next to 
the cattle barn,’” Achey 
said. “He knew what I 
was calling about. When 
I called Fullington, they 
recognized my number 
and they said, ‘Hi, Pastor. 
What day and when?’”

Achey also noted that 
Fullington will also be 
donating school supplies 
collected to the Clearfield 
Area School District.

Achey said some will 
drop off full backpacks 
stocked with various 

supplies. By the end of 
fair week, the Ministeri-
um usually has around 
18-20 boxes filled with 
various supplies.

About three years ago, 
Achey picked up an esti-
mate of about 8,000 note-

books from the Walmart 
Distribution Center in 
Woodland.

“The principal just 
said we won’t need 
notebooks for a while,” 
Achey said.

The organization can 

be found on Facebook 
at Clearfield Ministeri-
um. They also maintain 
a website called Love-
Clearfield.com, which is 
a growing directory of 
more than 125 resources 
around the borough.

Clearfield Ministerium steps up 
with Stuff the Bus campaign

Colonial Courtyard 
at Clearfield is inviting 
the community to experi-
ence an afternoon of Pol-
ish culture, food and fam-
ily-friendly fun during 
its Polish Festival slated 
to be held from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, July 31.

Guests can purchase 
authentic Polish cui-
sine, enjoy live music 
and dancing, and browse 
a variety of local ven-
dors and artisans while 
spending time with res-
idents, staff and mem-
bers of the community. 

Visitors will also have 
the opportunity to tour 
Colonial Courtyard.

“We always have a 
great time with every-
one who comes out to 
celebrate these events 
with our wonderful res-
idents and staff,” said 

Robyn Womer, Life Sto-
ries Director at Colonial 
Courtyard at Clearfield. 
“Our Polish Festival is 
a wonderful opportuni-
ty to celebrate culture 
while opening our doors 
to anyone who would like 
to experience the warm, 

welcoming atmosphere 
that makes our commu-
nity feel like home.”

For more informa-
tion, contact Colonial 
Courtyard at Clearfield 
at 814-765-2246 or visit 
1300 Leonard St., Clear-
field.

Colonial Courtyard at Clearfield hosts Polish festival
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‘16 Ram 1500 Big Horn
Crew, 5.7L

$15,980 $19,980 $14,980

$40,980 $20,980$19,980

‘18 Chevy 1500
5.3L, 4x4, 126K

‘16 Ford F150 XL
4x4, 123K

‘20 Chevy 2500HD
6.6L, Diesel

‘15 Ram 1500 Limited
Lots of Extras

‘15 Ram 2500
Crew Cab, 125K

��
	��

Call 814-800-1033 to schedule your free quote today!
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To Advertise On This Page See Page 2 “Payable Classified” Form

10 - Auction / Auctioneer

25 - Buy & Sell Coins

Honeysuckle Coins,
203 North Front Street
Suite 206, Philipsburg. 
Buying US Coins and  

Currency, Foreign Gold &  
Silver Coins and Gold  

Jewelry. 
(814) 342-0600

120 - Mechanical Bull  
Ride For Rent!

Ride The Buckin’  
Bronkin’ Bullride!

Great Fun for Parties,  
Graduations, Schools,  

Fundraisers & 
Holidays.

Reasonable Rates!
(814) 938-2346
(800) 933-2346

magicmikesentertainment.com

195 - Stripping Shale

STRIPPING SHALE-  
Roads, Pads,

Foundations, Clean 
topsoil. All types of 

excavating work done.  
Land clearing. Fully 

insured. Carports, and  
garages. 

Killion’s Trucking &
Excavating.

(814) 672-5311

215 - Tree Service

TREE SERVICE-
55’ Bucket truck and  

chipper. Stump 
removal.

Selective timbering.
Fully insured. Also,

firewood.
Killion’s Trucking & 

Excavating.
(814) 672-5311

230 - Wanted

GC SCRAP METALS
Osceola Mills, PA

(814) 339-6704
WE BUY ALL TYPES 

OF METAL!
CARS ~ TIN ~ STEEL ~

ALUMINUM ~ BRASS ~ COPPER ~ 
RADIATORS ~ CAST IRON!

WE ALSO CUT UP  
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

& REMOVE!

4 EASY WAYS TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY MAIL:
Ad Bargain/

Altoona Mirror
PO Box 2008

Altoona, PA 16603

$3.50 LINE ADS • NON-COMMERCIAL
(Individuals - Pricing Breakdown)

$3.50 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word.
Includes Online Listing 
Add Color or photo for $3.00. 
Runs 1 Issue
One category per advertisement.

ADVERTISEMENT CATEGORIES INCLUDE (but not limited to) :
  Animals For Sale 

(Pets, Livestock)
 Antiques & Collectibles
  Bargain Counter 

(Miscellaneous Items For 
Sale)

 Buy & Sell Coins
 Farm Equipment
 Firewood
 Giveaways
 Help Wanted 
 Legal

 Lost & Found
  Real Estate 

(For Sale, Rentals, Lease, 
Cemetery Plots, Mobile 
Homes, Lots & Acreage)

  Transportation (ATVs, 
Automobile, Auto Parts, 
Boats, Campers, Trucks 
etc.)

 Tree Service
 Wanted

WORDS (UP TO 30): ________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
ADD AN ADDITIONAL WORD 25¢ PER WORD PER WEEK: ____
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: __________________________

$9.60 LINE ADS • COMMERCIAL
(Businesses/Organizations - Pricing Breakdown)

$9.60 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word
Includes Online Listing
Color Included
Runs 1 Issue

1.

BY E-MAIL:
adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

2.

BY PHONE:
1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

3.

BY FAX:
814-946-7547

Attn: Ad Bargain

4.

FREE LINE ADS

DEADLINE for ad 
info & payments is 
4:00 PM THURS

(EARLIER DEADLINES 
FOR HOLIDAYS)

FREE LINE ADS
Items Sold For $20 or Less.

Can List Multiple Items at $20 or Less in Each Ad, Not to Exceed 30 Words. 
Limit of 5 Ads Per Household.
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NOW BOOKING
SALES FOR 2026

Antiques • Estates
• Farm Sales • Business
• Real Estate • Anything!

Free Consultations
Reasonable Rates

Licensed & Bonded
Appraisal Service - PAA and
National Auctioneer Assoc.

Knowledge of Assets
Getting Best Value-That’s Our Goal!

PAT ERRIGO AUCTIONEER
(814) 236-3403

In the 

Ad Bargain on 

Wednesdays

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: AD BARGAIN
MAIL TO: Altoona Mirror/ Ad Bargain Birthdays 
PO Box 2008, 301 Cayuga Ave. Altoona, PA 16603

Example Ad: 2x2 - $15.00

Place your 
Birthday Ad

Sam! Love, Mom & Dad 

60

Sam!Sam!

6060
Birthday6060
Happy

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________

Your Address: ____________________________________________________________

Your Phone: ______________________________________________________________

Your E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

Photo: Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope for your photos to be returned.

Date you want the ad to run: _____________________________________________

Birthday Boy/Girl Name: _________________________________________________

Message: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Type: ________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________________________________

Security Number: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Email Option: Email all the information from this form to adbargainclassi� eds@yahoo.com
All info & payments must be received at least 1 week prior to publication date.

Anyone can say they can fi x it, 
only we guarantee it...for life!

• Basement Waterproofi ng
• Foundation Repair
• Crawl Space Repair

Schedule your free inspection:

(814) 800-4306
* Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.
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List your auction on the Ad Bargain

AUCTION PAGE
Call today to place your ad!

1-800-854-8228 or 814-949-7018
  

PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION  
FORGY’S SPEED, SPORTS, & PAWN SHOP

Ron J. & Ron S. Gilligan & David C. Zentner will conduct a Public Estate Auction 
for The Dick “Wild Man” Forgas Estate of the former Forgy’s Speed, Sports, and Pawn 
Shop that opened in 1972 located at 2814 Rte. 764 Duncansville, PA. 16635…This is 
a brief ad of a continuation of old speed shop items…Curtis Key Cutting Machine – 
Assorted Truck/Car Accessories & Performance Items - Battery Operated Hand Tools 
– CDs – DVD Movies – Gaming Items – Pawn Shop Items - Hunting & Fishing Items 
– Compound Bows – Tools – Misc. Items…No Internet, absentee, or phone bids will be 
accepted - no buyers' premiums. Terms: Cash or Check only by conclusion of auction.  
Food & Job Johnny Available day of auction - tents if needed. Auctioneers:  Ron J. & 
Ron S. Gilligan & David C. Zentner, #AU339-L & #AU3430-L & #AU5442-L.  

All oral info day of auction takes precedence over any & all written ads.
Owner & auctioneers not responsible in case of accidents.

Sunday, August 2, 2026 - 9 AM www.rgilliganauctions.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 @ 4:00 PM

Located at Cross Keys Auction Center one mile 
North of Duncansville, PA 16635 – off route 
764 onto Kuhn Lane. Doors open at 2:30 PM.

ANTIQUES – HOUSEHOLD – TOOLS

Will be selling a large amount of household 
furniture, antiques, collector items, tools, 
mowers, exercise equipment, and much more 
from several local estates. Coducting two 
auctions. Watch Auctionzip.com ID #1220 
for photos.
Terms: cash, approved check, or credit card 
with a 5% fee. Announcements made on the 
day of the auction take precedence over any 
and all printed material.

“COL.” K. R. MILLER, JR. - AU000613L
AUCTIONEER & SALES MGR.

814-696-1913 or 695-0351

Looking To 
Get A Little 

Money 
In Your 

PIGGY 
BANK?

SELL YOUR 
ITEMS IN

Contact Us Now!
1-800-854-8228
adbargainclassifi eds@

yahoo.com
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Sheetz
Numerous Locations

Altoona Mirror Of� ce
301 Cayuga Avenue

The Region’s 
Premier 

Scholastic 
Magazine

32 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM PREVIEWS

Region returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushersRegion returns several top rushers

Running wild

14TH ANNUAL

■ Season Outlooks          ■ Top Returnees Top Returnees Top Returnees
■ Mirror scouting reports

Alex McCartney
Bellwood-Antis

Carter Muth
Hollidaysburg

Andrew Clark
Juniata Valley

Grayson Mahla
RichlandIncludes

conference 
previews

Purchase online at shop.altoonamirror.com

BLITZ LOCATIONS

148 pages148 148 pagespages148 pages

ALEXANDRIA

Martin General Store
5496 William Penn Hwy

ALTOONA

Fiore True Value
5514 6th Avenue
Giant Eagle
181 Sophira Lane
Martin General Store
3218 E. Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Sandy’s
1010 6th Avenue
Sandy’s
3101 Pl. Valley Blvd.
Sandy’s
5915 California Ave.
OK Shop
1672 E. Pleasant Valley Blvd
Sheetz
3315 Beale Ave.
Sheetz
5706 6th Avenue
Sheetz
700 Chestnut Ave.
Sheetz
405 E 25th Ave.
Sheetz
1701 7th Ave.
Sheetz
1015 Old 6th Ave.
Sheetz
400 East Plank Road
Sheetz
1661 E. Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Sheetz
1915 Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Thompson Pharmacy
600 Chestnut Ave.

BEDFORD

Sheetz
9402 Lincoln Hwy
Sheetz
4354 Business Route 220

BELLEFONTE

Sheetz
2850 Benner Pike

BELLWOOD

Hometown Market
104 Main Street
Sheetz
718 Bellwood Rd

CARROLLTOWN

Sheetz
139 S Main Street

CLAYSBURG

Sheetz
12604 Dunnings Hwy.
Martin General Store
185 Arden Street

CLEARFIELD

JG Warehouse
200 River Road

SALES LOCATIONS:SALES LOCATIONS:
Available for $6.95 +tax

AVAILABLE JULY 27TH

jam-packed with info 
on 32 area schools

32 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

Carter Muth
HollidaysburgHollidaysburg

32 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

Carter Muth
HollidaysburgHollidaysburg

Carter Muth
HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6Carter MuthCarter Muth
HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6666Carter Muth6Carter Muth666Carter Muth6Carter Muth66666Hollidaysburg6HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6Hollidaysburg6Hollidaysburg6HollidaysburgHollidaysburg6Hollidaysburg66

Sheetz
101 Nichols Street
Sheetz
14259 Clearfi eld

COALPORT

Leyos IGA Store
1564 Main Street
Nittany Minit Mart
1135 Main Street

CRESSON

Sandy’s
926 2nd Street
Sheetz
7551 Admiral Perry Highway
Shop N Save
1213 2nd Street

CURWENSVILLE

Goodman’s Foodliner
335 State St.

DUNCANSVILLE

Duncansville Pharmacy
1328 Third Ave.

Martin Grocery
221 Glimcher Drive
Sheetz
1371 Plank Road

EAST FREEDOM

Sheetz
8711 Woodbury Pike

EBENSBURG

Martin General Store
4057 Admiral Peary Hwy.
Sheetz
4375 Admiral Perry Hwy
Sheetz
818 West High Street

EVERETT
GIANT #6586
60 West Main Street
Sheetz
11 West Main Street

FISHERTOWN

Fisherstown Country Store
2095 Quaker Valley Road

FLINTON

Penny Wrens
2149 Beaver Valley Road

FRANKSTOWN

Sandy’s
315 Rt. 22
Sheetz
678 Frankstown Rd.

HOLLIDAYSBURG

Hometown Market
810 Church Street

Sheetz
1100 Blair Street
Thompson Pharmacy
510 Blair Street

HOUTZDALE

Shop N Save
541 Spring Street

HUNTINGDON 

Sheetz
1330 Moore Street
Sheetz
9681 William Penn Highway
Sheetz
9894 Shaner Blvd.

JOHNSTOWN

Sheetz
524 Town Centre Drive
Sheetz
1791 Goucher Street
Sheetz
1455 Scalp Avenue 
Sheetz
405 Galleria Drive

MARTINSBURG

B.C.O Mart
3671 Cove Mtn. Rd.

MOUNT UNION

Sheetz
201 Jefferson Street

NANTY GLO

Sheetz
115 Pace Street

NEWRY

Sandy’s
16163 Dunnings Hwy
Leighty’s Farm Market
16231 Dunnings Hwy

N. CAMBRIA

Sandy’s
2608 Bigler Ave
Sheetz
4025 Crawford Ave.

PATTON

Sheetz
309 McGee Avenue
Ken’s BiLo Market
503 Railroad Avenue

PHILIPSBURG

Hometown Market
1323 Walton Street
Nittany MinitMart
325 N. Front Street
Sheetz
808 North Front Street

PORTAGE

Sheetz
101 Main Street

Stager’s Market
696 Dulancey Drive

ROARING SPRING

Turkey Hill
7637 Woodbury Pike

SAXTON

GIANT #6587
533 Main Street 

Martin General Store
533 Main Street

SIDMAN

Sheetz
101 Forest Hills Dr.

STATE COLLEGE

Sheetz
1781 N. Atherton Street

Sheetz
765 Benner Pike

Sheetz
120 Southridge Plaza

Sheetz
101 Valley Vista Drive

Sheetz
223 Colonnade Blvd.

Wegmans
345 Colonnade Blvd.

TIPTON

Rossi’s Corner Store
4368 E. Pleasant Valley Blvd.

TYRONE

Sheetz
1400 Logan Avenue

Choice Outlet
100 W. 10th Street

Tyrone Convenience
1960 Adams Ave.

WILLIAMSBURG

Martin General Store
320 East First Street

Sandy’s
100 High Street

WINDBER

Sheetz
1500 Graham Avenue

WINGATE

Sheetz
820 S. Eagle Valley Rd.
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110 - Lots & Acreage

LAND FOR SALE
Approximately 1/2 acre.

Located at
73 West River Road,  
Burnside, PA 15721

Clearfield county
Water, Sewage & Electric  

Hook-Ups.
Asking $10,000

Great for Campsite.
(724) 762-4452

705 - Bargain Counter

24” Master Forg gas grill.  
Side burner, cover

included. Used only
two times! $250. 

Whirlpool 18 cubic feet 
refrigerator, top freezer, 

works well, $50. Tonneau 
cover for a 2004 Ford 
Ranger, black, $75.

(814) 672-3556

42” mower deck for a  
Troybilt, $20. Transaxle,  
for Troybilt riding mower,  
$20. Call after 5pm.  
814-847-2812

4-incontinence 500 ML leg  
bags $1 each, 8- 1000ML  
$2, 8-2000ML $3 (814)  
236-3754

58‘ (10 panels) of used but  
very useable white vinyl  
privacy fencing. Panels,  
post covers & post caps  
included. Panel is 68” high  
x 66” wide, $20 per panel.  
(814)765-5912

6 rolls of carpet padding  
6x30’ each roll (will do a  
12x15 room). 7/16” 8lb  
density. 20 yards each 

roll $65 per roll
(814) 942-2263

Collectible animal and dol- 
phin 8” plates by Franklin  
Bradford Danbury mints  
also some Disney, $10  
each. (814) 236-3754

Eureka, The Boss
SmartVac Upright  

sweeper, with
attachments, Hepa filter  
system, like new, $150

Text for Pics
(814) 207-0765

FIBERGLASS
WALL PANELS:

Washable.
Excellent for Garages,  

Kennels, Showers,  
Kitchens, Car Washes,  

Meat Processing. 
Different Colors.

Also, Large
Selection of Corrugated.

 MARK’S 
FIBERGLASS SALES. 

(Salem Road)
Off Routes 322 & 219,

South of DuBois,
(814) 583-5931

Handicare Stairlift Chair,  
one year old, used lightly.  
Railing: 15ft. L X 3” W.,

22 ¢ Wide Seat.
You must dismantle

$2500 Firm.
Text for pics

(814) 207-0765

Hicks Yew Arborvitae  
shrub, $20 each. Rho- 
dodendrons, $20 each.  
Old grapevine, $20. (814)  
948-9519 

Used Coleman Outdoor  
Fireplace. Good condition.  
Protective screen all  
around firepit, All steel  
construction with no rust  
through, 26” X 21” x32”  
high, $20 (814)765-5912

Womans plaid comfort  
view boots, size 9, $10. 4  
slided toaster, $10. First  
Edition 1997 Nascar  
monopoly, new in box,  
$20  (814) 236-3754

Women’s sweatpants,  
new in package, size  
Medium 8-10, 2 pair pink,  
2 pair purple, $4 each.  
(814) 236-3754

750 - Pets For Sale

Jack Russell Terrior pups,
First shots and 

dewormed.  
$250 each.

(814) 624-3152

775 - Yard Sales

985 - Truck Parts

1995 Toyota Tacoma, 4  
wheel drive for parting out,  
4 cylinder, 180,000 miles.  
$20. (814) 948-9519 

SERVING CENTRAL PA AND BEYOND FOR 25 YEARS!!!

CALIBER POLE BUILDINGS
caliberpole.com • 814-592-3535 or 814-592-3490

PA025066
Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Pole Buildings, Metal Roofing,
Shingled Roofing, Siding, 
Decks and More!

BBB A+ Rating

Forgotten Hearts
Horse Sanctuary

963 Allport Cutoff,
Morrisdale, PA 16858

Lana: 814 577 4834
250 years later, 

freedom still runs wild. 
Protecting rescue horses 

means protecting a 
living piece of America's 

heritage.

God Bless The USA!

Stephanie: 
814-949-7018

Call 
today to 

join our...

Debt Relief/Bankruptcy
Auto Accident/Work Injury

FREE Initial Consultation!

FORR, STOKAN, 
HUFF & NAUGLE

1701 Fifth Ave., Altoona, PA
814-946-4316

Now Offering Two Locations:
Clearfield, PA

(814) 765-4125
Weedville, PA

(814) 787-7954

Buying All Scrap Metals, 
Automobiles, & Appliances

Heavy Equipment Removal
www.noveyrecycling.com

Now Offering!
U-PULL IT
Auto
Salvage

Novey Recycling

EXPERT TREE SPRAYING
SPECIALISTS IN

 SPRAYING & FERTILIZING
TREES AND SHRUBS

1315 Woodland Road 
Clearfield, PA 16830

E-mail:
gambler23terry@yahoo.com

TERRY RICOTTA • Licensed Applicator
Office: (814) 765-2761

Control Gypsy Moth • Elm Span Worm
Spotted Lantern Fly

& 250 Other Types of Insects

After providing a safe home, veterinary 
care and nutritious food, the best thing 
a pet owner can do for a dog is provide 
adequate behavioral training. Some of the 
issues that result in pet surrenders can 
be traced to behaviors that might have 
been quashed had the dog undergone 
thorough obedience training.

All dogs can benefit from learning 
basic commands. Training is a rewarding 
part of dog ownership. These tips can 
help anyone successfully train their dog, 
leading to a an even stronger relationship 
between owner and pet.

• Elect a dog trainer. If a dog resides 
with many people in the household, 
select one person who will be the primary 

trainer to establish the ground rules of 
the training sessions. If multiple people 
bring various styles to the dog training, 
that could result in inconsistencies that 
confuse the animal. 

• Use positive reinforcement. Positive 
reinforcement training is the most 
effective method of training a companion 
animal. This type of training rewards 
good behavior rather than punishing 
bad behavior. Some dogs are very food-
motivated, while others might be willing 
to work for play sessions or just verbal 
praise. 

• Consistency is best. Always use the 
same word and intonation when asking 
a dog to do something. Everyone in the 

home also needs to be on the same page 
with rules, which means that if one person 
says “no” to the dog on the furniture and 
another says “yes,” the dog will end up 
confused.

• Patience is key. Although dogs can 
read human body language and gestures, 
they do not actually comprehend all 
language, says the AKC. It can be some 
time before a dog understands all training 
requests. 

• Start small and build up. Teach a 
dog commands incrementally and reward 
each step of the learning process. For 
example, reward the “stay” command 
even if the puppy only stays for a second 
or two. Later on, build up to longer 

durations of staying still.
• Praise small things. Praising the pet 

when he or she does something right, 
even if it is a small thing, will keep the 
motivation going.

• Finish positively. End all training 
sessions with something the dog knows 
so that the session will end on a high note. 

If training does not come easily 
after many weeks of going it alone, pet 
owners may want to seek the help of a 
professional dog trainer. Professionals 
also can be helpful for those pet owners 
who want to break dogs out of unsavory 
behaviors, such as leash aggression or 
excessive barking.

Toni White
Insurance Services

Auto • Motorcycle 
Commercial • Homeowners
TONI WHITE
Principal Agent
117 Olde Farm Office Rd., Suite 917
Duncansville, PA 16635
Phone: 814-277-1416
Cell: 814-505-7048
Fax: 814-693-5660
toniwhiteinsurance@outlook.com

Tips for successful 
dog training

ADVERTISING CAN HELP 
INCREASE YOUR RESULTS!

Contact Stephanie Huber 
today for details at 
shuber@altoonamirror.com
or call 814-949-7018. 

To help with all your marketing needs, we offer:
•  Print advertising • Digital advertising 
•  Email blasts to more than 20,000 emails 
•  Design and print glossy flyers •glossy magazines •And more!

YARD SALE SEASON IS HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: Thursdays by noon for the
following Wednesday

SINGLE FAMILY YARD SALE
30 words for only $6.50

***COLOR INCLUDED***

COMMUNITY OR MULTI FAMILY
YARD SALE

30 words $9.60 per issue or make your  
ad stand out with color $12.60

All Yard Sales must have one address
listed in the ad.

To place a yard sale

Call 1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

ADVERTISE
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE

Contact us Today!
adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com 

or 1-800-854-8228

ADVERTISE TODAY
adbargainclassifi eds@yahoo.com

1-800-854-8228

Let Us 
Help 
You 

Stand 
Out 

From 
The 

Crowd!

Crossword Puzzle
Solution on page 6

705 - Bargain Counter 775 - Yard Sales

Turn Your Clutter

INTO CASH
Call Ad Bargain 800-854-8228

GRAB
ATTENTION!
Try a colored
background

on your next ad!
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Fast and Easy
Credit Approval

1318 S. 2nd St.,
CLEARFIELD, PA

EVERYBODY GETS APPROVED!
Bad Credit       Slow Payments      Collections
No Credit         Repossessions      Judgements
Write-offs       Bankruptcy               Divorce

SPOTLIGHT VEHICLE

‘20 Kia Sorento

www.littlesautollc.com • (814) 768-7777

‘21 Ram Warlock - 3.6L, 4x4, 109K
‘19 Eco-Sport - 2.0L, 4x4, 100K
‘19 Chevy Equinox - 2.0LT, AWD, 146K
‘18 Ford Edge - 2.0L, AWD, 139K
‘17 Kia Optima - 2.4L, FWD, 130K
‘17 Nissan Rogue - 2.5L, AWD, 139K
‘17 Chevy Cruze - 1.4 Turbo, FWD, 104K
‘17 Chevy Traverse - 3.6L, AWD, 147K
‘17 GMC Acadia - 3.6L, AWD, 169K
‘17 Dodge Journey - 3.6L, AWD, 125K
‘17 Jeep Renegade - 2.4L, 4x4, 150K
‘16 Ford Explorer - 3.5L, 4x4, 154K

‘16 Chevy Traverse - 3.6L, AWD, 113K
‘15 Chevy Cruze - 1.4LT, FWD, 118K
‘15 Subaru Outback - 2.5L, AWD, 146K
‘15 Ford Escape - 1.6L, 4x4, 131K
‘15 Jeep Cherokee - 2.4L, 4x4, 93K
‘14 Chevy Impala - 2.4L, FWD, 114K
‘14 Hyundai Tucson - 2.4L, AWD, 129K
‘13 Chevy Silverado - 5.3L, 4x4, 213K
‘13 Nissan Juke - 1.6L Turbo, AWD, 97K
‘12 Wrangler - 3.6L, 6 spd/man., 4x4, 143K
‘11 Chevy Traverse - 3.6L, AWD, 96K
‘10 Dodge Ram 1500 - 4.7L, 4x4, 132K

Obituaries
Edward L. Myers

Edward L. Myers Edward L. Myers, 78, of Philipsburg, PA,
died on Thursday, July 23, 2026 at his home.

Born on October 23, 1947, in Philipsburg, PA, Edward was the son of the late Paul W. Myers & Mary Ellen 
(Matthews) Myers. He married Lisa Marie (Yingling) Myers on August 22, 1997 in Winchester, VA. She 
survives at home. Edward attended the Grace United Methodist Church in Philipsburg, PA. He was also 
a life member of the B.P.O. Elks in Philipsburg, PA. He was a retired Penelec and First Energy Equipment 
Operator. Edward was a 1965 graduate from the P.O. High School. He also had his BS from Mansfield State 
University. In addition to his parents, Edward was preceded in death by a sister, Mary Jean Lee. In addition to 
his wife, Edward is survived by a daughter, Kimberly E. Ross & her husband Edward Ross of Philipsburg, PA; 
two sons, Aaron E. Myers & his wife Kimberly Myers of Media, PA, and Timothy G. Cartwright of Morrisdale, 
PA; a brother, Matthew Gerald Myers of Philipsburg, PA; and four grandchildren, Ava Myers, Conor Myers, 
Chloe Cartwright, and Makayla Ross. Ed enjoyed watching baseball, especially the Pittsburgh Pirates and the 
Philadelphia Phillies. Per Edward’s wishes, there will be no viewing or funeral service.

Dolores L. Kifer 
Dolores L. Kifer, 94, of Curwensville, passed away 

on Monday, July 13, 2026 at Penn Highlands DuBois.

Born September 5, 1931 in Clearfield, she was the daughter of the late Carl and Lydia Rowles. Mrs. Kifer 
was a graduate of Clearfield High School and worked at Brown’s Boot Shop in Clearfield. She attended Glad 
Tidings Assembly of God, Clearfield where she was involved with the kitchen crew assisting with cooking 
and baking for various church functions. She also was one of the founders of ‘JOY Fellowship Group’ at 
the church. She enjoyed going for car rides to search for deer, elk and eagles. She loved people, whether it 
was being out among folks in public or at an event, she enjoyed being social. She was the matriarch of the 
family, and will be greatly missed by all who loved her. She is survived by two daughters, Sharon Caldwell 
and late husband William, and Carla Verelli and husband David; a son, Russell ‘Rusty’ Kifer Jr. and wife 
Patti; twelve grandchildren; and numerous great grandchildren and great great grandchildren. In addition to 
her parents, she is preceded in death by her husband, Russell ‘Pete’ Kifer Sr.; two sons, Michael and Arthur 
‘Artie’ Kifer; one grandson, Russell William Kifer; three great grandchildren, Karleigh Caldwell, Logan Lupton, 
and Emersyn Rowles; a sister, Geraldine Rowles; and a brother, Robert ‘Bobby’ Rowles. A funeral service 
was held at Glad Tidings Assembly of God, Clearfield, with Rev. Shayne Lumadue officiating. Burial: Bradford 
Cemetery, Woodland.

Celene Ann McCauley
Celene Ann McCauley, 86, of Bellefonte and formerly of Clearfield, was peacefully welcomed into 

the arms of her Savior on Wednesday, July 15, 2026, at Christ the King Manor, in DuBois. 

Remembered by all who loved her as an earthly angel, Celene was met by the hand of Jesus in all His glory 
and welcomed into heaven, where she will spend “all the rest of the days with the Lord.” Born July 1, 1940 in 
Clearfield, she was the daughter of the late Gerald W. and Kathleen A. ‘Cap’ (Turner) Collins. Celene was a 
graduate of St. Francis High School, Clearfield and had been a Nanny to many children who called her ‘Een’. 
She was a member of St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, Bellefonte. A truly bright and loving 
presence, Celene touched the heart of everyone blessed to cross her path. She leaves behind a legacy of 
pure love and light, and the reminder for all to “live in the moment.” She is survived by her husband, John 
G. McCauley. Her four children: Valerie Bartol of St. Augustine, FL, Thomas G. Lanager of Hyde, Daniel G. 
Lanager of Grampian, and Christopher L. Lanager and wife Lisa of Clearfield: eight grandchildren, Jenna 
Bartol, Thomas G. Lanager Jr., Amber Quimby, Preston Lanager, Abby Izzo, McKenna Lanager, and Landyn 
Lanager: and nine great grandchildren. The oldest of nine children, Celene was affectionally known to her 
family as “Neen.” She is lovingly survived by five of her siblings: Sandy Foust, Sue Stewart, Marty Collins and 
wife Donna, Kristy McQuillen, and Jimmy Collins and wife Shari; as well as many cherished nieces. nephews, 
extended family and friends.In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by two sisters, Connie Rowles 
and Mary Gearhart; and a brother, Jed Collins. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Francis Catholic 
Church, with Fr. Robert Horgas as celebrant. Burial: Calvary Cemetery, Clearfield.

Scott C. Johnson
Scott C. Johnson, 62, of Clearfield, passed away unexpectedly 

on Friday, July 17, 2026, in Abingdon, VA while doing the job he loved. 

Born May 30, 1964, in Clearfield, the son of Herschel Dean Johnson and JoAnn (Parlavecchio) Ross. He was 
a graduate of Clearfield Area High School. He enjoyed being on the football team – standing 6 foot 4 he was 
“A powerhouse on the field”. During his teen years, Scott trusted in the Lord as his Savior and was baptized. 
On December 1, 1996, he became a member of the Clearfield Alliance Church where he faithfully attended 
while his father-in-law, Dr. Duane White ministered there. He was a United States Marine Corps veteran 
having served in Naples Italy as a guard for NATO. He was also a social member of the Clearfield Eagles. 
Mr. Johnson was owner, operator and president of Scott C. Johnson Trucking Inc. He was a hard and trusted 
worker, always taking pride in his work. He leased his truck to Long Haul of Clearwater, Minnesota and was 
often named as one of the top drivers for their company. He adored his family and grandchildren. He loved 
and cared for many pets over the years. He enjoyed going to his cabin, hiking, biking and loved life, as he 
was known to say, “Livin it live”. He wanted everyone around him to love life too and to spend each day living 
it to the fullest. He made his family a priority; he took great pride and enjoyment in being able to truck with his 
sons. He loved to spend time with his children anyway he could, and often times this looked like taking them 
in the truck with him during their summer vacation. He took them all over the country, as far as California and 
Mexico. He would make sure he could get work wherever his NICU travel nurse daughter was in the country to 
see her. He loved coming off the road and having a hot meal prepared by his wife and relaxing with his dogs. 
Scott is survived by his mother JoAnn of Clearfield, his wife, Esther R. (White) Johnson whom he married 
June 17, 1989, four children: Ethan Johnson (Chelsea) of Clearfield, Evan Johnson of Clearfield, Rachel 
Johnson (Gavin) of South Florida and Marc Johnson of Clearfield, four grandchildren: Dean, Warren, Charles 
and Jack Johnson, three siblings: Pam Farrell (Ray), Randy Johnson (Lisa) and Anthony D. Johnson, all of 
Clearfield, an uncle, Gerry Johnson (Pam) of Clearfield and a number of nieces, nephews and cousins. He 
was preceded in death by his father and a stepfather, Charles Ross. Funeral Services were held the Clearfield 
Alliance Church, with Pastor Scott Schultz officiating. Interment: Bradford Cemetery.

Edward J. “Cip” Cipollini 
Edward J. “Cip” Cipollini, 94, of Chester Hill and formerly of Philipsburg,

 died Tuesday, July 21, 2026, with his daughters by his side. 

Ed was born on December 17, 1931, in Lucerne Mines, Indiana Co., Pa., a son of the late Edward and 
Frances (Mizerak) Cipollini. Ed was married to Ethel (Bachman) Cipollini on February 15, 1957, in Hershey. 
She preceded him in death on October 3, 2021. He was a 1949 graduate of Homer City High School. Ed 
proudly served in the United States Navy (Korean War Veteran) for four years as a “Tin Can Sailor;” spending 
most of his time on destroyers as he served his country and explored the world. After his time in the Navy, he 
joined the Pennsylvania State Police. During his time as a State Trooper, he participated in the Pennsylvania 
State Police Rodeo where he performed with a horse named Sonny as part of the recruiting exhibition. He 
advanced steadily and held the title of sergeant and station commander of the Woodland barracks before 
retiring after 35 dedicated years. In his retirement, he kept himself busy by driving cars to Manheim for 
Wilkinson Subaru and delivering guns and supplies for Grice Gun Shop. He enjoyed volunteering at the 
Grice Museum as well. Ed had his private flying license and enjoyed spending time at the airports in the local 
area. He was also an avid outdoorsman and enjoyed fishing, hunting, going to the shooting range with his 
grandsons and taking rides down Pennsylvania backroads with his friends. He was a lifelong member of the 
Philipsburg Elks Lodge and Country Club, Lodge #1173, the American Legion and the Fraternal Order of 
Police. In his later years, he especially enjoyed taking trips to Atlantic City, Cape May, the Outer Banks and 
Long Island with his family. What he enjoyed most, however, was gathering around the table to share a meal 
with his family, especially rigatoni and meatballs, where he would proclaim “Mangia Mangia” and “good vittles” 
after finishing his meal. He is survived by his two daughters, Mary Joy McCliment and her husband, James D. 
McCliment, PA-C, of Philipsburg and Diana L. “Dede” Coleman and her husband, Ernest (Jr.), of Chester Hill; 
four grandchildren: Nathan Lesko and his wife, Megan, Morgan Snyder and her husband, Charles, Lauren 
Lesko and Sarah Bryan and her husband, Drew; six great-grandchildren: Maggie, Natalee, Mason, Macie, 
Tanner and Sonny; his brother, Donald Cipollini and his wife, Elizabeth “Betty,” of Waterman, Pa.; and several 
nieces, nephews and other extended family members. Ed was preceded in death by one brother, Frank E 
Cipollini, in addition to his parents, wife and many extended family members. A funeral service was held at the 
Beezer-Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 719 E. Spruce Street, Philipsburg, with Tavis Stauffer, 
officiating. An Elks Memorial service was held at the funeral home. Interment with Military Honors and the 
Pennsylvania State Police Honor Guard: Juniata Memorial Park, Lewistown.

George Finley Richards, Sr.
George Finley Richards, Sr., 76, of Madera, passed away on 

Saturday, July 18, 2026 at his residence.

Born on November 10 ,1949 in Philipsburg, he was the son of the late John and Mona (Mullen) Richards. He 
was a 1967 graduate of Moshannon Valley High School, and we on to graduate from Penn State University 
with B.S. in Earth and Mineral Science. He worked as a heavy equipment operator out of the Local #66 in 
Clearfield. He also worked for a time in Pasadena, CA. He is survived by his loving wife, Patricia (McGary) 
Richards; a daughter, Piper Lee Richards; two brothers, John and Joseph Richards; and two grandchildren. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a son, George Richards, Jr.; a brothers, Charles 
Richards; and a sister, Carol Ross. Services will be private. 

Kelly Ann (Cooney) Franks
Kelly Ann (Cooney) Franks, 59, of Blandburg, died Thursday, July 16, 2026 at her home following a 

lengthy battle with cancer. 

She was born July 9, 1967 in Euclid, OH., a daughter of the late John Cooney and the late Elizabeth “Betsy” 
(Johns) Cooney Salsgiver.  On July 5, 1986, in Pinecroft, she married David L. Franks who survives along 
with two daughters Nikki (Rhett) Trent and Brittany Franks, both of Blandburg, six grandchildren Kaiden 
Franks, Parker Belgin, Elijah Wombacher, Abigail Trent, Carter Wombacher and Aaron Trent.  Also surviving 
are three siblings: John (Debbie) Cooney, Jr. in Ohio, Heather Cooney and her significant other Don Rickard 
of Blandburg and Tracie Greene of Bellwood, her stepfather Danny Salsgiver of Blandburg and many nieces 
and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents and a great-nephew Nash VanScoyoc.     Kelly 
was an avid fan of the Ohio State Buckeyes and all the Pittsburgh sports teams, especially the Steelers.  She 
cherished her many friends but, above all, she loved her family, leaving them with many fond memories.  She 
was of the Catholic faith.  A viewing for family and friends was held at the McQuown Funeral Home, Glasgow.  
Burial: Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Glasgow.  

Richard Warner
Richard Warner, 58, of Blandburg, died Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at UPMC Presbyterian Hospital, 

Pittsburgh from complications of injuries he received in an ATV accident earlier this month, doing 
what he most enjoyed, riding his 4-wheeler.

He was born January 5, 1968 in Philipsburg, a son of the late Fred J. and Edna M. (Friday) Warner, Sr. He 
was also preceded in death by a brother Fred Warner, Jr.  Surviving are three siblings Ernest P. (Wendy) 
Warner, Sr. of Blandburg, Peggy S. Warner of Houtzdale and Elizabeth A. Diehl and her companion Bob 
Downs of Coalport. Richie was a member of the Coalport Moose and an auxiliary member of the Coalport 
VFW. Everyone that knew Richie knew that his favorite mode of transport was his 2025 Polaris 450. A viewing 
for family and friends was held at the McQuown Funeral Home, Glasgow.  Pastor Ben Warfel, Officiant. Burial: 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Glasgow. 

Edward J. “Cip” Cipollini, 94, of Chester Hill and formerly of Philipsburg,

Obituaries Courtesy of: Heath’s Funeral Home 
Bennett & Houser Funeral Home, Inc

Kruise-Spewock Funeral & Cremation Services, 
Inc; McQuown Funeral; Gibbons Funeral Homes; 

Beezer-Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services
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Nutritious food is nec-
essary to sustain life, and 
that’s one reason why food 
packages contain lists of 
ingredients. But all ingre-
dients are not created 
equal. A growing number 
of consumers desire great-
er transparency about 
the foods they are eat-
ing, including sourcing, 
production, preparation 
details, and nutritional 
content. While that can be 
challenging to ascertain 
when dining out, people 
have more control over 
what they eat at home.

According to the plant-
based food advocacy com-
pany ProVeg Internation-
al, 62 percent of people are 
paying more attention to 
ingredient lists now than 
they did five years ago. 
In addition, nearly two-
thirds of adults say the 
ingredients in a food or 
beverage have at least a 
moderate influence on 
whether they buy it.

One of the ways to be 
mindful of food ingredi-
ents is to understand food 
labeling. Pertinent infor-
mation is included on the 
label, and it pays to study 
these labels when choos-
ing foods. Here’s how to 
navigate the Nutrition 
Facts Label, according 
to the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration.

n	 SERVINGS PER CON-
TAINER: The first thing 
people will come across 
is the servings per con-
tainer. This tells a per-
son how many servings 
are in the package.

n	 SERVING SIZE: The 
serving size indicates 
how much of the food 
equates to one serving. 
It maybe measured in 
cups, grams, ounces, or 
even pieces.

n	 CALORIES: The calories 
pertain to the number 
of calories in one serv-
ing. As a general guide 
for nutrition advice, 
2,000 calories a day is 
used. A person’s calo-
rie needs may be high-
er or lower depending 
on variables like age, 
sex, height, weight, and 
physical activity level.

n	 % DAILY VALUE: 
These numbers will 
appear next to the var-
ious nutrients in the 
product and show the 
percentage of each 
nutrient’s recommend-
ed daily value is in the 
food. Daily values are 
listed in grams, milli-
grams or micrograms. 

By understanding daily 
values, one knows how 
many nutrients to con-
sume each day. As a 
general rule, 5% DV or 
less of a nutrient per 
serving is considered 
low, while 20% DV or 
more of a nutrient per 
serving is considered 
high.

Many older adults do 
not get the recommend-
ed amount of nutrients 
each day and can use food 
labels to create a more 
nutrient-rich diet. It’s 
essential for seniors to 
look for foods that contain 
adequate dietary fiber, 
calcium, vitamin D, and 
potassium. Individuals 
also should consume less 
saturated fat, sodium and 
added sugars.

Seniors can use nutri-
tion labels as a source of 
information that helps 
them make healthy food 
choices.

Understanding food labels



older, with about 60% aged 
58 or older, according to data 
from the organization.

But Ringkamp said he’s not 
daunted by the statistics.

“There’s an excitement in 
leading people in song and in 
prayer that I love,’’ he said.   

Long said he’s very proud of 
what his nephew has accom-
plished and complemented 
his expertise as an organist. 
He termed him a “virtuosic’’ 
player, which means Nathan 
has mastered the organ and 
he plays and composes music 

with ease.
“He’s got the skills to play 

at all (types) of concerts,’’ he 
said. “It takes a high level of 
skill to play at that level … it’s 
amazing to hear him play.’’

Long said the organ is a 
unique instrument, producing 
both “joyful and sorrowful’’ 
sounds. It can imitate the 
sounds of various instru-
ments in an orchestra, such 
as the strings (violins, violas, 
cello and double bass) and the 
flutes and piccalos.

“When you’re playing with 

a big group of people singing, 
it gives a lot of variety of 
sound to lead the congrega-
tion,’’ he said.

Long is hopeful about the 
future of upcoming organists. 
When young people visit the 
cathedral in Altoona, he asks 
those who are pianists to try 
out the organ to see the simi-
larities in the keyboards.

“If we have young people 
see that, we might attract 
them to the organ and see 
that they already have a head 
start,’’ he said.
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105 - Homes for Sale

For Sale By Owner.
Carroltown 157 Lemke  

Street, 3 bedrooms, 2¢  
baths. Completely refur- 
bished with new kitchen.  
Brick exterior, new roof.  

Call 412-320-9526

750 - Pets For Sale

Mini Golden Doodle Pups.  
1 females & 3 males, Vet  
checked, up to date on  

shots and one year health
guarantee. $495

License Number: 18076
(814) 285-7422

775 - Yard Sales

810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted

810 - Help Wanted
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European program 
gives Ringkamp 
chance to play organ 
in historic settings
By Mary Haley

For the Mirror

The field of engineering’s 
loss became music’s gain 
when a Hollidaysburg native 
switched his major in col-
lege and set the course for a 
career in playing the organ.

Nathan Ringkamp, 25, is 
now studying the organ in 
France as part of a program 
paid for by a scholarship he 
won from a Boston-based 
music foundation. He has 
played organs in famous 
churches in America and in 
Europe, such as Notre Dame 
in Paris and Westminster 
Cathedral in London.

Ringkamp said his goal 
is to perform and compose 
beautiful sacred music to 
uplift people in the congre-
gation.

He said it’s inspiring to 
play the organs in widely 
recognized churches here 
and overseas. Unlike church-
es in the United States, many 
of the organs in churches 
in Europe date back to the 
1600s and 1700s.

“It’s amazing to play 
music by composers from 
three hundred years ago and 
perform it on their instru-
ments,’’ he said.

He attended local schools 
growing up in the area and 
played the alto sax and the 
cello while attending Holli-
daysburg Area Senior High 
School. He entered the Cath-
olic University of America in 
Washington, D.C., as a fresh-
man majoring in engineering. 
He wanted to go to a college 
where he could continue to 
pursue his musical talents on 
the side, such as singing with 
a choir.

But he didn’t see himself 
making music as his full-time 
job.

“I always loved music but I 
wasn’t sure how I could make 
it a full-time career,’’ he said.

He started playing the organ 
at a young age after seeing a 
video tape of famous organist 
Diane Bish performing at the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sac-
rament in Altoona.

“I would watch that tape on 
repeat,’’ he said.

In addition to the other 
instruments he played, he had 
started lessons on the piano 
and also on the organ with 
local organist Jim Dengler 
using the organ at Ringkamp’s 
parish, St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Lakemont. 

At Catholic University of 
America, Ringkamp took 
more organ lessons with 
Benjamin LaPrairie, another 
noted organist who is the 
associate director of music at 
the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Washington, D.C. 

“It was my goal to play that 
organ for my senior year recit-
al and that was my first organ 
lesson, (on the organ at the 
basilica).’’ Ringkamp said.

His first semester, Ring-
kamp got to sit in the organ 
loft with LaPrairie during a 
Mass of the Americas, a two-
and-a-half-hour service in 
Latin for about 4,000 people 
featuring top clerical figures 
such as Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone. Catholic cable 
network EWTN broadcasted 
the mass.

“It was the first time I’d 
ever experienced music that 
beautiful or music on such a 
high level of professional skill. 

… I got goosebumps,’’ Ring-
kamp said.

Making a major 
change

He started to consider 
changing his career  
path and when he asked 
LaPrairie about it, he got the 
reassurance he needed that 
he could be successful as an 
organist. So he switched his 
major from engineering to the 
organ. 

“I knew it would be difficult 
but the opportunity to serve 
the Church and provide beau-
tiful music overshadowed any 
hurdles,’’ he said.

Since then, Ringkamp has 
played the organ in churches 
in Washington, D.C., includ-
ing the one at the basilica and 
in Baltimore, Md.

He served as organist and 
music director at St. Domi-
nic Roman Catholic Church 
in Washington, D.C., and at 
the National Shrine of St. 
Alphonsus Ligori Church 
and Zion Lutheran Church in 
Baltimore. He held those posts 
while completing his master’s 
degree at the Peabody Insti-
tute of the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore, which 
opened in 1857 and is the old-
est music conservatory in the 
United States.

But most recently, Ring-
kamp has played organs 
across Europe, including the 
organ in the Royal Chapel at 
the Palace of Versailles. The 
palace once was home to kings 
and queens of France, from 
1682 until the French Revolu-
tion in 1789.

He currently lives in the 
city of Versailles while com-
pleting an Artist Diploma in 
Organ Performance, He is 
studying  with another famous 
organist, Jean-Baptiste Robin, 
who is the organist at the 
Royal Chapel of Versailles. He 
received a $25,000 scholarship 
from the Frank Huntingdon 
Beebe Fund in Boston to com-
plete his studies. The fund 
supplies scholarships up to 
$25,000 for young musicians to 
study music overseas.

Ringkamp, however, wants 
to not only play the organ in 
church but to compose music 
for cantors and choirs to sing 
in church. It was while work-
ing at St. Dominic Church that 
Ringkamp wrote his first litur-
gical music for the church. He 
said his faith had deepened 
during his time at the Catholic 
University, where he took 
theology courses. He wrote a 
responsorial psalm and gospel 
acclamation for a mass at the 
basilica celebrating the instal-
lation of the 16th president of 
the university. He also wrote 
a responsorial psalm that was 
performed recently by the 
festival choir at the cathedral 
in Altoona for the 125th anni-
versary of the creation of the 
Altoona-Johnstown Diocese.

Writing music for the 
church is a special aspect 
of being a musician in the 
church that Ringkamp takes 
seriously.

“It’s inspiring and hum-
bling because you know it’s 
so much more than you,’’ he 
said.

Challenges in  
career choice

Before he made the decision 
to change his major, Ring-
kamp called his uncle, Robert 
Long, who is music director 
at the cathedral in Altoona, to 
get his opinion.

“I told him the pros and 
cons about it,’’ Long said.

He told him he might have 
to serve as both organist and 
choir director, which can 
affect his personal life.

“For family life, it’s chal-
lenging because you have 
to work every weekend and 
holiday,’’ Long said. “It’s a 
really constant schedule when 
it comes to that.’’

When Long first started as 
a music director in the 1980s 
and 1990s, participation in 
church and church activities 
reached a high point, with 
many people deciding to con-
vert to Catholicism. The role 
of the music director, who acts 
as an organist and also choir 
director, developed during 
this time.

“Those jobs were starting 
to appear at that time,’’ Long 
said.

But he noticed starting in 
the early 2000s that children’s 
participation in church start-
ed to decline.

“I saw all of the kids’ partic-
ipation go way down, (in) the 
children’s choir and summer 
Bible school,’’ he said. “So the 
fact that they’re having diffi-
culty getting young organists 
doesn’t surprise me.’’

Long at that time served as 
director of music at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Altoona 
and also taught music at the 
adjoining school.

“I thought the church was 
really dynamic and growing 
but then that dropoff hap-
pened,’’ he said.

In his current job at the 
Cathedral in Altoona, Long 
said the congregation overall 
participates in the Mass, 
including singing during the 
service.

“I don’t know the statistics 
but certainly here there’s a lot 
more enthusiasm and that’s 
important for young people,’’ 
he said.

In some churches, there 
are separate organists and 
choir directors who usually 
work on a part-time basis. 
But other churches have a 
full-time music director who 
fills both roles, which can be 
both rewarding and also at 
times challenging. When Long 
was director of music and 
choirmaster at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York City, 
the church had two full-time 
organists, although at times 
Long played the organ. 

When Ringkamp gave his 
senior recital at the basilica, 
members of St. Dominic’s 
congregation came to hear 
him play. His parents, Chris 
and Melissa Ringkamp, were 
thrilled to hear him play the 
organ at the basilica. He also 
played the basilica’s organ 
during the baccalaureate mass 
when he graduated from Cath-
olic University.

“It was overwhelming to sit 
in that beautiful church and 
to listen to the music being 
played on that incredible 
organ and to know that was 
our child making that music,’’ 
Melissa said. “All parents 
hope and pray their child 
finds a career that they enjoy 
and one that allows them to 
use their talents. We believe 
Nathan has done just that.’’

His father said he believes 
Nathan’s switch from an engi-
neering major to organ perfor-
mance was divinely inspired.

“I believe our first thought 
was, ‘We could have told you 
that,’” Chris said. “I can’t 
think of another instrument 
that elevates the relevance 
of the liturgy for the purpose 
of glorifying God than the 
organ.’’

Chris said he thinks Nathan 
won’t have too much trouble 
finding a job when he finishes 
his time abroad.

“I believe there will always 
be parishes that appreciate 
organists who have the edu-
cational background and per-
sonal passion for excellence in 
music,’’ Chris said. 

Melissa said she also has 
faith that her son will find a 
suitable job in the future.

“I believe he will be able to 
find a job where he can bless a 
parish with his organ playing 
skills and share his love for 
liturgical music,’’ she said.

A diminishing field 
Ringkamp was the last stu-

dent to graduate as an organ 
major from Catholic Uni-
versity because it has since 
dropped that major.

That’s an indication of what 
has become a shrinking pro-
fession in the United States, 
according to the American 
Guild of Organists, which has 
seen its members drop by half 
in recent years, from 20,000 to 
10,000. Part of the reason for 
the drop is that people who 
play the organ are getting 

Hollidaysburg musician inspires on the global stage

Apply online: 
https://careers.encompasshealth.com/jobs

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

814-941-3210
Equal Opportunity Employer

ENCOMPASS 
HEALTH

Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Altoona

JOB OPPORTUNITIES:
REGISTERED NURSES

Full-time and Part-time,
and Pool Status

12-hour shifts • 6 pm - 6 am 

Short Term Contracts
6-8 Week Assignments

Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Altoona is seeking dynamic individuals to join 
our nursing team. At Encompass Health, our 
Nursing Department has set the standard 
for excellence in the healthcare industry 
by providing our patients with comfort, 
professionalism and respect

Qualifications:
•  Valid RN licensures as required by PA 

state regulations
• CPR certification

Benefits:
•  Starting hourly rate $34 - $44, based on 

experience
•  Competitive shift differentials, $5/hour 

for weekends and $3/hour for weekdays
•  RN Career Ladder and CRRN 

advancement opportunities
•  Tuition repayment program after 6 

months of employment ($250 month)
•  Fellowship program for new grads, GNs 

encouraged to apply
•  First day benefits for both full-time and 

part-time (medical/dental/vision)
•  Flexible schedule that we build together, 

including working every third weekend

HAVE QUESTIONS? CALL: 223-231-9531 or EMAIL: jrazo@pa.gov

No Cost to Attend 
85+ Hiring Employers

Job Fair Workshops Available 
On-the Spot Interviews 

Wednesday 
August 26,2026

Jaffa Shrine 
2200 Broad Ave, 
Altoona, PA 16601

Start Time: 
Veterans: 9:30 AM
10:00 AM - 2:00 PMPreregistration Not required

JOB FAIR DETAILS

A proud partner of the 
americanjobcenter®network

JOB FAIR
Hosted by PA CareerLink® Blair County

Job Seekers 
Optional Pre-Registration

Blair County

Apply online: 
https://careers.encompasshealth.com/jobs

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

814-941-3210
Equal Opportunity Employer

ENCOMPASS 
HEALTH

Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Altoona

JOB OPPORTUNITIES:
LICENSED PRACTICAL 

NURSE
Full-time, Part-time, Pool Status 

12-Hour Shifts
• 6pm-6am 

Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Altoona is seeking dynamic individuals to join our 
nursing team. At Encompass Health, our Nursing 
Department has set the standard for excellence in 
the healthcare industry by providing our patients 
with comfort, professionalism and respect

Qualifications:
•  Valid LPN licensure as required by PA state 

regulations
• CPR certification

Benefits:
•  Starting hourly rate $25-$35, based on 

experience
•  Competitive shift differentials, $5/hour for 

weekends and $3/hour for weekdays
•  LPN Career Ladder advancement opportunity
•  Tuition repayment program after 6 months of 

employment ($250 month)
•  First day benefits for both full-time and 

part-time (medical/dental/vision)
•  Flexible schedule that we build together, 

including working every third weekend

Courtesy photo

Nathan Ringkamp plays the organ at a senior recital  
at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in Wash-
ington, D.C., on April 25, 2023.

YARD SALE 
SEASON IS 
HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: 
Thursdays by 
noon for the

following Wednes-
day

SINGLE FAMILY 
YARD SALE

30 words for only 
$6.50

***COLOR IN-
CLUDED***

COMMUNITY OR 
MULTI FAMILY

YARD SALE
30 words $9.60 

per issue or make 
your  

ad stand out with 
color $12.60

All Yard Sales 
must have one 

address
listed in the ad.

To place a yard 
sale

Call 1-800-854-
8228

or 814-946-7431

814-946-7422

CALL TO 
FIND OUT 

MORE ABOUT 
OUR HELP 
WANTED 

SPECIALS!

Advertising 
WORKS
Call the Mirror

Classifieds
814-946-7422
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ATM01087092

LOCAL Business & Service

Furniture Clock Repair

2225 Ruth Way, Johnstown PA 15904  

www.youngamericanfurniture.com
Free Delivery and Set Up • Open Monday through Thursday 9-7 & Friday 9-5
Overlooking the new Geistown Roundabout Rt. 56 and Rt. 756 Intersection

814-266-6513

Furniture!
The State’s Largest Selection Of 

Mechanical, Electrical, Quartz, 
Cuckoo, & Grandfather Clock. 

Clock Restoration, 
Home Service Repair & Sales 

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BOB 814-941-0666

BOLLINGER CLOCK REPAIR

NotariesConstruction

Specializing in Metal Roofing, Pole Barns, Siding, 
Soffit/Fascia, Decks, Seamless Gutters

DANIEL’S ROOFING

Fully Insured(814) 330-9048

PA 168727 NOTARY & COPY STOP

401 SIXTH AVENUE, ALTOONA • 319 S. LOGAN BLVD, LAKEMONT

Like 
Us On

LAKEMONT 814-949-7070/814-946-4114 ALTOONA

PENNDOT AUTHORIZED MESSENGER SVC.
INSTANT ONLINE VEHICLE TITLING/

RENEWALS, BOATS, ATV, SNOWMOBILES 
*STATE/SVC FEES APPLY

Concrete & Masonry

PA#149659

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTOR

814-932-4114 
ask for John

ALL PHASES OF HOME REMODELING

FULLY  
INSURED 

FREE  
ESTIMATE

NOW! 
CLEAN
OUTS

Specializing In Concrete & Masonry

Estate Services

Call Us At 814-317-6511
No Obligation Consultations

Tri County Estate Service
• Estates, Moving, Downsizing
•  Complete Cleanout Services
•  Experienced, 

Knowledgeable and 
Dedicated

• Bonded and Insured

Tree Services

Serving 
the Area 

Since
2001

New Tree
Planting and
Replacing

814-943-3171
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

• Dead Wooding
• Pruning

Notaries

ELI’S CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

• Roofing • Siding • Decks
• Garages • Some Interior

Fully Insured
PA 185540

For a FREE Estimate
Call 814-939-8006

Quality
DUNKLE SERVICES

PENN DOT AUTH.
ON LINE MESSENGER SVC

Same Day License Renewals! 
Vehicle/Driver Licenses Notary/Title Trans./T. Tags
ATVs, Boats, Snowmobiles, State/Svc. Fees Apply

303 UNION AVE. 814-941-1022 OR 814-941-1023

Construction

DIRECTORY
Landscaping

JJ Sinisi Landscaping Lawn Care Inc.

814-949-1993 JJSinisiLandscaping.com
Free Estimates • Quality • Prompt • ProfessionalPA#001397

Lawn Care • Lawn Installation 
 Landscaping Cleanups & Mulching

Fall & Spring Cleanups • Landscaping Installation
Shrub Trimming & Maintenance • Retaining Walls 

 Paver Installation • Bobcat Services
Stump Grinding • Snow Removal & Salting

Health Insurance

Got Health Insurance Questions?

• Group Benefits • Individual Plans
• Medicare/Turning 65

thehealthinsuranceplace.com

Altoona
Station Medical Center

(814) 201-2829

Johnstown
508 Luray Avenue

(814) 266-8383

WE HAVE YOUR ANSWERS!

Gutters

The Gutterman
5” and 6” Seamless 
Gutters installation 
cleaning repair | guards
Protect the structural integrity of your home with our 
maintenance-free seamless gutters.

Brian George Construction
814-932-1442 PA#033756

General Contractor

Lou Kabello General Contractor
PA016306

• Siding
• Windows

• General
Repairs

Call for an Estimate!
(814) 946-4428 or (814) 937-5960 - Cell
“Serving the Community Since 1970!”

Fully
Insured

Handyman

Lawn Care

Fully Insured  

SCHEDULE SPRING CLEAN UP NOW!
JOE’S LAWN CARE & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

(814) 414-5191 Cell • (814) 695-0958 Home
ASK ABOUT OUR AWARD-WINNING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES!
ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS!

Mowing, Tree Trimming, Hedge & Shrub Trimming, 
Mulching, Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing

www.joeslawnhandyman.com
PA#115273

20222023

SIPES PAVING
PA 050661

Altoona, PA
814-505-4041

Over 30 True Years Experience
Residential / Commercial

Fully Insured

Paving

Paving

Hardscaping Landscaping

WagnerHardscaping.com

814-660-2233

Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,
Outdoor Living Spaces,

Walkways, & Much More

Rubin Wagner, Owner

SKID STEER &
EXCAVATION

SERVICES

& Custom Excavating

Wagner Hardscaping PA#212585

Carpet CleaningCarpet CleaningPainting & Papering

Home Improvement

Painting & Papering

814-944-3644    www.MonarchRugCleaning.com

Monarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug Cleaning
Pick Up & Delivery
or SAVE 20%or or SAVE 20%SAVE 20%

on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry 
5th Avenue & 9th Street • Altoona

R.L. Waddell Painting & Decorating Inc.
BLAIR COUNTY’S FINEST IN ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS!

Randy L. Waddell, Owner • Office: 814-944-5244 • Cell: 814-931-1453

Specializing
in Interior of
your Home or

Church!

• High Ceilings
• Walls
• Woodwork
• Large Stairwells
• Foyers
• Kitchen Cupboards

•  Waterproofi ng Basements
•  Wood Preservation of All

Wood Homes & Log Homes
• Varnishing  • Staining
• Removing Wallpaper
• Exterior of your Home

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Basement  
Leaking   
AGAIN?

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 
814-505-5427

• French Drains
• Sump Pumps
• Foundation Repairs
• Mold Removal
•  Restoration &

Waterproofing
• Crawl Spaces

Se
rvi

ng
  

Blai
r C

ou
nty

PA#212585

Call Stephanie today to place your business! 814-949-7018

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

Wilt’s Tree Service
FULLY INSURED

Call For A FREE Estimate!
814-696-3000

BUCKET 
TRUCK 

SERVICE

dTree Services

Place Your Ad Here!
Call Stephanie! 

814-949-7018

�������
����

SEALING, PAVING, PATCHING & STRIPING

Free Estimates | Fully Insured | Residential & Commercial

PA#023488CALL TIM 814-934-7913

Asphalt Company LLC

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE TODAY!

Place Your Ad Here!
Call Stephanie! 

814-949-7018

Home Improvement

FULLY INSURED • PA# 184437

Amish Roofi ng 
Company 

Based out of 
Belleville, PA

FREE ESTIMATES 
METAL & SHINGLES

Roo� ng

Fencing

Specializing in All Types of Fencing

Let Us Fence You In!
OFFICE:

PA046711

Owner/Operator
Caleb Marshall

Owner/Operator
Michael Kustenbauder

FREE ESTIMATES

814-937-2336 814-574-6298warriorsmarkfencing.com
814-632-8526


























