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Value Cars 
With Warranty

Financing Available!

$8,980 $7,980 $9,980

$8,980 $9,980$9,980

‘14 Chevy Traverse
AWD

‘12 Ford Fusion S
77K

‘18 Ford Focus SE
72K

‘18 Subaru Impreza
Hatchback

‘18 Buick Regal Sportback
12.5K

‘17 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport
AWD
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Serving Our
45 

th Year!
 

Volume 45
Number 17

See Our

CAREGIVERS

feature 

inside! or view the most recent version at 

www.myadbargain.com

By Andy Stine
astine@altoonamirror.
com

HOUTZDALE — Long-
time Houtzdale resident 
Larry Kokoskie, who died 
in December of last year, 
had a dream to make a 
historical society in his 
town. His wife, Carol, who 
passed away only about a 
month later, shared the 
same dream.

Their wishes are being 
fulfilled less than a year 
after the Koskoskies’ 
deaths as the Houtzdale 
Area Historical Society 
has been formed.

The society has leased 
the former M&T Bank in 
the town, and will hold a 
grand opening from noon 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 3-4. There 
will be a ribbon cutting 
with the Greater Clearfield 
Chamber of Commerce on 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m.

Larry Kokoskie was 
a longtime collector of 
historical items in the 
Moshannon Valley area, 
and donated much of his 
items to the society.

“About a year ago, he 
said, ‘I’m not doing well. 

We need to form a histor-
ical society and have a 
museum,’” HAHS presi-
dent Rusty Christoff said.

Christoff is also a col-
lector of local history and 
has also donated a lot of his 
items to the new museum. 
There are also items from 
local community members 
that will be displayed.

“One year ago we start-
ed and we had nothing,” 
Christoff said. “We started 
a society, and we started 
raising money.”

There were also plenty 
of items donated by local 
historian Dave Wulderk, 
who also served as a histo-
ry teacher at Moshannon 
Valley High School. Many 
students took his popular 
local history class that 
went on field trips to local 
historical landmarks.

Wulderk, who passed 
away in 2021, will also be 
recognized at the grand 
opening along with the 
Kokoskies.

The Houtzdale Area 
Historical Society will not 
just focus on the history 
of Houtzdale, but also the 
surrounding communities 

of the Moshannon Valley 
area of Brisbin, Morann, 
Madera, Smoke Run, 
Ramey, Janesville, Glen 
Hope and Ansonville.

“There’s well over 1,000 
items in here to be seen, 
and some of them have 
never been seen before,” 
Christoff said. “It’s kind of 
an exciting thing for peo-
ple who are nerds about 
history.”

While Larry Kokoskie 
and Wulderk were the 
driving forces of this proj-
ect, Christoff has also been 
a collector of the history of 
the Moshannon Valley for 
40 years.

“Any time I saw some-
thing Houtzdale-related, I 
gathered it up,” Christoff 
said.

“I’ve always loved the 
history of the area since 
I was a kid. I remember 
these towns when they had 
main streets and business-
es. That’s gone.”

Along with artifacts 
and various local items on 
display in the new muse-
um, there are binders 
filled with local news. For 
instance, if a Ramey resi-
dent would want to learn 
more about the history of 

their town, there is a bind-
er for it that was made by 
Larry Kokoskie.

There are also rooms 
dedicated to the railroads 
and the schools, dating 
back to the old Houtzdale 
and Madera High Schools.

There are also issues 
of the Houtzdale Citizen 
newspaper, dating back to 
the 1870s. The newspaper 
ceased publication in the 
1960s.

Christoff has a goal to 
get a school grade into the 
museum to share the local 
history.

“I’d like to show them 
pictures of where the Sher-
kel Theater stood or Ander-
son’s Department Store or 
Sahlaney’s (Department 
Store) with a picture and 

say, ‘Here was a theater 
that held 600 people. Here’s 
where the opera house 
stood,’” Christoff said.

Christoff said there 
has been plenty of finan-
cial support from the local 
lodges and businesses. The 
society has raised enough 
money for the first year to 
pay the rent for the build-
ing and utilities.

“The enthusiasm that 
I’m hearing is pretty phe-
nomenal,” Christoff said. 
“A lot of people who have 
stayed in the area have an 
appreciation for the past, 
an appreciation for what 
was here. I had an entire 
basement full of stuff that’s 
never been seen. I think 
the community is going to 
be impressed.”

During both days of 
the grand opening, the 
Houtzdale Area Historical 
Society will be collecting 
used eyeglasses to donate 
to the Houtzdale Lions 
Club. Light refreshments 
will also be served during 
the two-day event.

Houtzdale Area Historical Society opens its doors

— Ad Bargain photos by Andy Stine
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‘17 Ford Explorer
Platinum

$14,980 $19,980 $12,980

$15,980 $19,980$15,980

‘20 Hyundai Palisade
Limited

‘19 Hyundai Santa Fe
AWD

‘20 Buick Enclave
Essence, AWD

‘22 Chevy Equinox
AWD

‘18 Chevy Tahoe LT
118K
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Call 814-800-1033 to schedule your free quote today!
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To Advertise On This Page See Page 2 “Payable Classified” Form

10 - Auction / Auctioneer

25 - Buy & Sell Coins

Honeysuckle Coins,
203 North Front Street
Suite 206, Philipsburg. 
Buying US Coins and  

Currency, Foreign Gold &  
Silver Coins and Gold  

Jewelry. 
(814) 342-0600

120 - Mechanical Bull  
Ride For Rent!

Ride The Buckin’  
Bronkin’ Bullride!

Great Fun for Parties,  
Graduations, Schools,  

Fundraisers & 
Holidays.

Reasonable Rates!
(814) 938-2346
(800) 933-2346

magicmikesentertainment.com

195 - Stripping Shale

STRIPPING SHALE-  
Roads, Pads,

Foundations, Clean 
topsoil. All types of 

excavating work done.  
Land clearing. Fully 

insured. Carports, and  
garages. 

Killion’s Trucking &
Excavating.

(814) 672-5311

215 - Tree Service

TREE SERVICE-
75’ Bucket truck and  

chipper. Stump 
removal.

Selective timbering.
Fully insured. Also,
firewood. Killion’s  

Trucking & Excavating.
(814) 672-5311

230 - Wanted

GC SCRAP METALS
Osceola Mills, PA

(814) 339-6704
WE BUY ALL TYPES OF  

METAL!
CARS ~ TIN ~ STEEL ~

ALUMINUM ~ BRASS ~ COPPER ~ 
RADIATORS ~ CAST IRON!

WE ALSO CUT UP  
HEAVY EQUIPMENT &  

REMOVE!

4 EASY WAYS TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY MAIL:
Ad Bargain/

Altoona Mirror
PO Box 2008

Altoona, PA 16603

$3.50 LINE ADS • NON-COMMERCIAL
(Individuals - Pricing Breakdown)

$3.50 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word.
Includes Online Listing 
Add Color or photo for $3.00. 
Runs 1 Issue
One category per advertisement.

ADVERTISEMENT CATEGORIES INCLUDE (but not limited to) :
  Animals For Sale 

(Pets, Livestock)
 Antiques & Collectibles
  Bargain Counter 

(Miscellaneous Items For 
Sale)

 Buy & Sell Coins
 Farm Equipment
 Firewood
 Giveaways
 Help Wanted 
 Legal

 Lost & Found
  Real Estate 

(For Sale, Rentals, Lease, 
Cemetery Plots, Mobile 
Homes, Lots & Acreage)

  Transportation (ATVs, 
Automobile, Auto Parts, 
Boats, Campers, Trucks 
etc.)

 Tree Service
 Wanted

WORDS (UP TO 30): ________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
ADD AN ADDITIONAL WORD 25¢ PER WORD PER WEEK: ____
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: __________________________

$9.60 LINE ADS • COMMERCIAL
(Businesses/Organizations - Pricing Breakdown)

$9.60 First 30 Words, 25¢ Each Additional Word
Includes Online Listing
Color Included
Runs 1 Issue

1.

BY E-MAIL:
adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

2.

BY PHONE:
1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

3.

BY FAX:
814-946-7547

Attn: Ad Bargain

4.

FREE LINE ADS

DEADLINE for ad 
info & payments is 
4:00 PM THURS

(EARLIER DEADLINES 
FOR HOLIDAYS)

FREE LINE ADS
Items Sold For $20 or Less.

Can List Multiple Items at $20 or Less in Each Ad, Not to Exceed 30 Words. 
Limit of 5 Ads Per Household.

In the 

Ad Bargain on 

Wednesdays

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: AD BARGAIN
MAIL TO: Altoona Mirror/ Ad Bargain Birthdays 
PO Box 2008, 301 Cayuga Ave. Altoona, PA 16603

Example Ad: 2x2 - $15.00

Place your 
Birthday Ad

Sam! Love, Mom & Dad 

60

Sam!Sam!

6060
Birthday6060
Happy

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________

Your Address: ____________________________________________________________

Your Phone: ______________________________________________________________

Your E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

Photo: Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope for your photos to be returned.

Date you want the ad to run: _____________________________________________

Birthday Boy/Girl Name: _________________________________________________

Message: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Type: ________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________________________________

Security Number: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Email Option: Email all the information from this form to adbargainclassi� eds@yahoo.com
All info & payments must be received at least 1 week prior to publication date.

NOW BOOKING
SALES FOR 2027

Antiques • Estates
• Farm Sales • Business
• Real Estate • Anything!

Free Consultations
Reasonable Rates

Licensed & Bonded
Appraisal Service - PAA and
National Auctioneer Assoc.

Knowledge of Assets
Getting Best Value-That’s Our Goal!

PAT ERRIGO AUCTIONEER
(814) 236-3403

Steer More 
Attention to Your Car

Place your ad
by Phone, Mail
or E-mail!
See page 2 for details!

Advertise your auto for sale
in the Ad Bargain Classifieds, 
and reach local buyers!

Toll Free 800-854-8228 • adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

Ad Bargain

We’re waiting to hear from YOU!
Ad Bargain 800-854-8228

We’re waiting to hear from YOU!
Ad Bargain 800-854-8228
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List your 
auction 

on the Ad 
Bargain

AUCTION 
PAGE

Call today to place your ad!
1-800-854-8228 or 814-949-7018

Call today
800-854-8228

in the
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Do you know a caregiver? Do you 
want to help make their life easier? 
If so, here are some effective ways 
to support them.

Find resources
Many services and activities are 

available for caregivers, including 
in-home respite care and various 
types of workshops. Make a list of 
resources that could benefit your 
friend or family member. This will 
save them the time and trouble of 
doing it themself.

Share information
Gather articles, guides and 

testimonials to help your friend 
or family member cope with the 
ups and downs of caregiving. For 
example, you could share a few tips 
with them about how to balance 
caregiving with full-time work 
responsibilities.

Lend them your time
Caregivers often have very busy 

schedules. To help make their 
load lighter, offer to grocery shop, 
prepare meals or do housework. 
You could even take over their 

caregiving responsibilities for a few 
hours to give them some time to 
rest.

To find extensive caregiver 
resources, visit caregiver.org.

How to support a caregiver 

Not all caregivers are adults. In fact, 
as  many  as 1.4 million children in the  
United States between the ages of eight 
and 18 are caregivers. Providing support 
for a sick or disabled family member is 
a difficult and demanding job. Moreover, 
if a parent becomes incapacitated, many 
minors will also shoulder the responsibility 
of raising their siblings.

They face difficulties
Dealing with the obligations of being a 

caregiver while attending school can be 
challenging. Young people often aren’t 
seen as caregivers, forcing them to face 
numerous obstacles alone and in silence. 
Many become physically, mentally and 
emotionally drained, making it difficult for 

them to concentrate in class. Additionally, 
engaging with their peers can feel 
overwhelming.

They need support 
It’s important to support young 

caregivers as much as possible. If you 
know a young person caring for a family 
member, here are a few things you can do:

• Discuss the situation with their teachers
• Lend a hand with school assignments
• Arrange for them to have help at home

When supported by those around them, 
young caregivers can feel empowered and 
avoid burnout.

What you should know about young caregivers

It’s not unusual for caregivers to be so focused 
on meeting their loved one’s needs that they ne-
glect their own. This can push them to the brink 
of exhaustion. If you want to prevent caregiver 
burnout, here are six things you should do. 

1. SET LIMITS FOR YOURSELF 
It’s impossible to do everything at all times. You 
may not have voluntarily chosen to be a caregiv-
er, but you can control what tasks you take on. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR EMOTIONS
Your feelings, both good and bad, are valid. 
They don’t diminish your value, compassion or 

abilities. Go easy on yourself, and remember, 
you’re doing the best you can. 

3. MANAGE YOUR HEALTH 
Eat a balanced diet, get regular exercise, 
take naps when needed and limit your alcohol 
consumption. You should also schedule regular 
medical exams. 

4. DELEGATE SOME OF YOUR DUTIES 
Don’t feel ashamed to ask your family members, 
friends and colleagues for help. This can help 
ease some of the burden you carry. 

5. REMEMBER TO LAUGH 
Joke around with your loved one, and rely on 
humour to get through awkward or stressful mo-
ments. Laughter can help lighten your mood and 
prevent you from feeling overwhelmed by stress. 

6. TAKE REGULAR TIMEOUTS 
Prioritize your well-being by diving into a good 
book, calling a friend, doing yoga or watching a 
movie. Taking breaks will clear your mind and 
help you recharge your batteries. The bottom 
line? Don’t be afraid to ask for help and give 
yourself a well-deserved rest when needed.

6 tips to prevent caregiver burnout

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 
Ventilator Weaning, Cardiovascular/
Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Wound 
Care, Complex Medical and 
Respiratory Needs

SELECT SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
JOHNSTOWN
320 Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Johnstown, PA 15901 
Please call 814.534.7333 
selectmedical.com/hospitals

DOES YOUR LOVED 
ONE NEED A LONGER, 
MORE SPECIALIZED 
HOSPITAL STAY?
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340 - Giveaways

Two paddle type snow  
blowers and weed eaters.  
They all need carburetor  
work. Free. Call 814-232-
5757

705 - Bargain Counter

4-incontinence 500 ML leg  
bags $1 each, 8- 1000ML  
$2, 8-2000ML $3 (814)  
236-3754

Bike rack. Holds 4 bicy- 
cles. Fits 2 inch receiver.  
Asking $20. 814-232-
5757 

Collectible animal and dol- 
phin 8” plates by Franklin  
Bradford Danbury mints  
also some Disney, $10  
each. (814) 236-3754

Four Cooper LT  
285/75/R16 white lettered  

on 8 bolt GM rims with  
stainless front with 

original and new centers 
with nuts.

No holes or cut up. 
Good condition. $350.

814-342-4094

Hicks Yew Arborvitae  
shrub, $20 each. Rho- 
dodendrons, $20 each.  
Old grapevine, $20. (814)  
948-9519 

Womans plaid comfort  
view boots, size 9, $10. 4  
slided toaster, $10. First  
Edition 1997 Nascar  
monopoly, new in box,  
$20  (814) 236-3754

Women’s sweatpants,  
new in package, size  
Medium 8-10, 2 pair pink,  
2 pair purple, $4 each.  
(814) 236-3754

765 - Miscellaneous For Sale

OLD BARN LUMBER  
AND BEAMS

Assorted Sizes.
Call: (814) 886-7018

775 - Yard Sales

915 - Antiques & Classics

53 Old Vehicles
$1000 - $5000 or less.

Cars are sittling Too sick  
for Hobby.Direct calls 

only
(570) 538-3464

925 - Trucks For Sale

1995 Dodge Ram 2500
4 Wheel Drive, 2 Door,  

Cummins Diesel. Frame  
and Body are good.  

250,000 miles, $12,000
814-205-8705

2000 F250 Super Duty  
Triton V8 4x4, current in- 

spection, new brakes, 
new rotors, new hubs, 
178,000 original miles

Asking $1500 OBO
(814) 389-8212

985 - Truck Parts

1995 Toyota Tacoma, 4  
wheel drive for parting out,  
4 cylinder, 180,000 miles.  
$20. (814) 948-9519 

Fast and Easy
Credit Approval

1318 S. 2nd St.,
CLEARFIELD, PA

EVERYBODY GETS APPROVED!
Bad Credit       Slow Payments      Collections
No Credit         Repossessions      Judgements
Write-offs       Bankruptcy               Divorce

SPOTLIGHT VEHICLE

‘19 Subaru Ascent

www.littlesautollc.com • (814) 768-7777

‘20 Hyundai Kona -1.6L, FWD, 106K
‘19 Subaru Ascent - 2.4L, AWD, 180K
‘19 Nissan Rogue - 2.0L, AWD, 138K
‘19 Ford Explorer - 2.5L, 4x4, 141K
‘19 Jeep Cherokee - 3.2L, 4x4, 112K
‘18 Jeep Compass - 2.4L, 4x4, 120K
‘18 Nissan Path� nder - 3.5L, 4x4, 113K
‘18 Chevy Equinox - 2.0L, AWD, 156K
‘17 Chrysler Paci� ca - 3.6L, FWD, 152K
‘17 VW Jetta - 2.0L, FWD, 150K
‘17 Jeep Gr. Cherokee - 3.6L, 4x4, 114K
‘16 Honda Odyssey - 3.5L, FWD, 153K
‘16 Hyundai Tucson - 2.0L, AWD, 127K
‘16 Jeep Renegade - 2.4L, 4x4, 105K

‘16 Honda Pilot - 3.5L, 4x4, 162K
‘16 Ford Explorer - 3.5L, 4x4, 156K 
‘16 Jeep Compass - 2.4L, 4x4, 102K
‘16 Chevy Traverse -  2.0L, AWD, 127K
‘15 Jeep Patriot - 2.4L, FWD, 125K
‘15 Subaru Outback - 2.5L, AWD, 146K
‘15 Ford Escape - 1.6L, 4x4, 131K
‘15 Ford F150 - 2.7L, 4x4, 139K
‘14 Ford Edge - 3.5L, AWD, 140K
‘14 Chevy Traverse - 3.6L, AWD, 157K
‘14 Chevy Spark - 1.8L, FWD, 103K
‘13 Dodge Durango - 3.6L, AWD, 140K
‘13 Mazda CX5 - 2.0L, AWD, 143K
‘12 Honda CRV - 2.4L, AWD, 166K

Crossword Puzzle
Solution on page 6

YARD SALE SEASON 
IS HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: Thursdays 
by noon for the

following Wednesday

SINGLE FAMILY 
YARD SALE

30 words for only $6.50
***COLOR 

INCLUDED***

COMMUNITY OR 
MULTI FAMILY

YARD SALE
30 words $9.60 per 
issue or make your  

ad stand out with color 
$12.60

All Yard Sales must 
have one address

listed in the ad.

To place a yard sale

Call 1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

Need Your Rep To Stop By?

CALL TODAY

1-800-854-8228

WE’RE NEIGHBORHOOD!IN
THE

Looking To 
Get A Little 

Money 
In Your 

PIGGY 
BANK?

SELL YOUR 
ITEMS IN

Contact Us Now!
1-800-854-8228
adbargainclassifi eds@

yahoo.com

925 - Trucks For Sale

We’re waiting to hear from YOU! Ad Bargain 800-854-8228

We’re waiting to hear from YOU!
Ad Bargain 800-854-8228

in the
Ad Bargain 

Business & Service 
Directory

for the help you need!
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Obituaries
Carroll N. Knepp

Carroll N. Knepp, 93, of Cuwensville, PA, formerly of Osceola Mills, PA, 
died on Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at Ava Nursing & 

Rehabilitation Center in Curwensville, PA.

Born on December 24, 1932, in Port Matilda, PA, Carroll was the daughter of the late Frank Walk 
& Catherine (Dixon) Walk. She married Harold W. “Bucky” Knepp on April 18, 1958. He preceded 
her in death on August 16, 2001. Carroll was a member of the 1st Baptist Church in Philipsburg, 
PA. She was a member of the former Musical Witnesses and a founding member of the former 
Testimonials. She was a homemaker. In addition to her parents and husband, Carroll was preceded 
in death by a daughter, Diane Longstreth. Carroll was the last survivor of 12 siblings. Carroll is 
survived by two daughters, Esther Marie Vaughn of Philipsburg, PA, and Bernadine Lynn “Bunny” 
Learn & her husband John of Commodore, PA; a son-in-law Wayne Eugene Longstreth of Osceola 
Mills, PA; seven grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and three great-great-grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice or to Heath Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services, LLC, P.O. Box 157, Osceola Mills, To sign the online guestbook, go to 
www.heathfuneral.com

Louise Elsie Fry
Louise E. Fry, 88, of Clearfield, passed away on Saturday, September 26, 2026 

at her home.

Born January 22, 1938 in Bellefonte, she was the daughter of the late Lewis B . and Alice ‘May’ 
(Enck) Spicer. Mrs. Fry was a member of the First Baptist Church, Clearfield. She loved to listen to 
wind chimes, solve word search puzzles, tend her garden and also enjoyed going for walks. She 
was an industrious homemaker who liked her house meticulously clean. She will be remembered 
for making the best homemade bread. She is survived by seven children, David Fry and wife 
Denise, Mary Jane Leopold, Robert Fry and late wife Judy, Gail Caldwell and husband Bill, Bruce 
Fry, Daniel Fry and wife Amy, and Burton James Fry Jr. and wife Kelsey; grandchildren, Valerie 
McCracken, Todd Leopold, Christine Rowles, Ephriam Leopold, Brooks Fry, Shawna Fry, Brady 
Fry, Emily Caldwell, Christina Caldwell, Beth Fry, Brandon Fry, and several other grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren, Jaret McCracken, Jordan McCracken, Megan Rowles, Chloe Rowles, Jillian 
Rowles, Faith Leopold, Jordyn Leopold, Charlotte Leopold, and Koda Leopold and several other 
great grandchildren; great-great grandchildren, Alora McCracken, Grayson Glenne, Archer John 
Gregory, and other great-great grandchildren; and siblings, Rebecca Shank, Joseph Spicer, and 
Nellie Shaffer. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband Burton James 
Fry; her daughter, Shirley Fry; and great grandchild, Angelina Leopold. Funeral services will be 
held at Bennett and Houser Funeral Home on Friday, October 2, 2026 at 11:00 AM with pastor 
Matt Brown officiating. Burial will be at Bradford Cemetery, Woodland. Visitation will be held at 
the funeral home on Thursday, October 1, 2026 from 4-7 PM and on Friday, October 2, 2026 from 
10-11 AM. In lieu of flowers. memorial contributions may be made to First Baptist Church, 111 N 
2nd Street, Clearfield, PA 16830. To leave a note for the family, visit www.bennettandhouser.com.

Mona K. Rothrock
Mona Kaye Rothrock, 62, of Bigler, knew the Lord as her Saviour and as a result, 

she entered into heaven on Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at her home, 
surrounded by her family.

Born on December 17, 1963 in Clearfield, she was the daughter of the late Chester ‘Pete’ and Martha 
(Bensor) Solley. Mona graduated from Curwensville High School in 1981. She then graduated from 
the Philipsburg School of Nursing in 1985 as a Registered Nurse. She was employed as a nurse at 
Clearfield Hospital, now Penn Highlands Clearfield, for 41 years. She enjoyed her last 18 years at 
the Oncology Center, where she helped care for so many and made good friends while doing so.
In her spare time, she enjoyed cross stitching and playing the piano. She was affiliated with 
the New Life Center in Philipsburg. She is survived by her husband, Doug Rothrock whom she 
married in May of 1988; two sons, Nathan Rothrock and wife Evelyn and Isaac Rothrock and wife 
Cheyenne; two grandchildren whom she loved dearly, Desmond and Anna Kaye; and a brother, 
George Solley and wife Dena. She was preceded in death by her parents, Chester ‘Pete’ and 
Martha Solley. In lieu of flowers, the family suggest memorial contributions be made to the New Life 
Center, 111 S 2nd St, Philipsburg, PA 16866. The family would like to extend their thanks to folks 
at Gentiva Hospice for their kindness and care of Mona during these last few weeks. Bennett and 
Houser Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Kenneth I. Williams
Kenneth Ingram Williams, 85, of Clearfield, passed away Sunday, September 20, 2026, 

at Clearfield Colonial Courtyard.

Born September 6, 1941, the son of Milford Kenneth and Alice Susan (McCurdy) Williams. Kenneth 
spent his working years as a welder and machinist, working in his father’s company. He took great 
pride in his craft and was known for his skill, sharing knowledge and teaching the trade to many 
others over the years. He was a member of the Mount Joy United Methodist Church and the 
Clearfield Elks Lodge No. 540. He was an avid walker and enjoyed softball and bowling. Kenneth 
is survived by two children: Susan Williams Davis and Jeffrey Lee Williams and his fiancée Kristy 
Sass, five grandchildren: Mariel, Beck, Aubree, Levi and Micah, a great granddaughter, Leonora 
and a sister, Eleanor Bodle. He was preceded in death by his parents, a son, Steven M. Williams, a 
granddaughter, Laurel Grayce Williams and five siblings: Leland (his twin brother), Ronald, Diana, 
Elsie and Doris. A Celebration of Life will be held at Mt. Joy United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
October 24, 2026, at 11:30 AM with Pastor Clare L. Pannebaker officiating. Interment will be in 
Historic Crown Crest Cemetery. Friends will be received at the church on Saturday, October 24th 
from 11:00 AM until the hour of services. The family suggests that memorial contributions be made 
to a charity of the donor’s choice. Kenneth’s family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to 
the staff and caregivers at Colonial Courtyard in Clearfield for the love, kindness and care they 
gave him and for the sense of home and family they provided. They are also deeply grateful to 
365 Hospice for their compassion, support and care during his final days. The Bennett and Houser 
Funeral Home, Inc., Clearfield is overseeing the arrangements. To send online tributes please go 
to www.bennettandhouser.com

Sharon K. Hertlein
Sharon K. Hertlein, 64, of Hyde, passed away on Monday, September 21, 1962 

at University Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio.

Born September 5, 1962, she was the daughter of Robert J. and Edna M. (Williams) Karp. Sharon 
graduated from Clearfield Area High School. She was employed by FCI/Berg Electric. She enjoyed 
watching YouTube videos of animal rescues, working ranches, and farming clips. She also enjoyed 
watching reality TV shows and playing computer games, as well as crafting. She is survived by 
her husband, Denis ‘Denny’ Hertlein, whom she married on September 22, 1984; two children, 
Courtney Hertlein and Ryan Hertlein; her father, Robert Karp; a brother, David Karp and wife Lori; 
a sister-in-law, Judy Genzano and husband Bradford; a brother-in-law, William Hertlein and wife 
Keiko; a niece, Stacey Karp; two nephews, Justin Karp and Bradford Genzano Jr. and wife Rei; 
and three great nieces, Madison Karp, Amara Karp, and Audrey Genzano. Sharon is preceded in 
death by her mother, Edna Karp; and a sister-in-law, Valerie Hertlein. In honoring Sharon’s wishes, 
there will be no public services held at this time. Bennett and Houser Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. To leave a note for the family, visit www.bennettandhouser.com

Obituaries Courtesy of: Heath’s Funeral Home; Bennett & Houser Funeral Home, Inc
Kruise-Spewock Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc; McQuown Funeral;

 Gibbons Funeral Homes; Beezer-Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services

For fast results, call the Ad Bargain at 800-854-8228

State Rep. Paul Takac, 
D-Centre, has partnered 
with the Centre Coun-
ty Recycling & Refuse 
Authority for a free docu-
ment shredding event and 
pet supply drive support-
ing Centre County PAWS.

From 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Oct. 3, the pub-
lic is invited to join Takac 
and members of his staff 
at CCRRA’s campus, 253 
Transfer Road, Bellefon-
te, to safely and securely 
shred their personal doc-
uments. During the event, 
community members can 
drop off animal supplies 
for PAWS, Centre Coun-
ty’s largest animal shel-
ter. 

Acceptable donations 
include unopened dog 
and cat food (both dry 
and wet foods), unopened 
pet treats, clean blankets, 
new dog and cat toys, 
trash bags, paper towels, 
xylitol-free peanut butter, 
medium/large Easy Walk 
or Freedom harnesses 
and dog waste bag rolls.

Only paper prod-
ucts will be accepted for 
shredding and should be 
placed in disposable con-
tainers, which will not be 
returned.

“Shredding person-
al records is an import-
ant way to protect your-
self and your loved ones 
from identity theft,” said 
Takac. “Criminals can use 
discarded papers contain-
ing personally identifi-
able information, such as 
Social Security numbers, 
bank account details, 

credit card numbers or 
medical records, to open 
accounts, reset passwords 
or commit fraud.

“Shredding destroys 
this data, preventing its 
use for malicious purpos-
es. That’s why I’m proud 
to partner with CCRRA 
every year to help you 
safeguard the informa-
tion that matters most.” 

For residents who are 
not sure what to shred, the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion has published a help-

ful guide on what docu-
ments are best to keep and 
which should be securely 
shredded. The guide can 
be found at https://con-
sumer.ftc.gov/consum-
er-alerts/2015/05/pack-
rats-guide-shredding.

For more information 
about the shredding event 
or donation drive, contact 
Takac’s district office at 
814-308-0569, email Rep-
Takac@pahouse.net, or 
visit 216 W. Hamilton 
Ave., State College.

Takac, CCRRA to host 
free shredding event 
and PAWS supply drive
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Maher was one 
of first on scene 
in NYC after 
first responders 
cleared 
devastation
By Colette Costlow

ccostlow@altoonamirror.com 

Altoona native Jim 
Maher remembered kiss-
ing his daughter goodbye 
before starting his job as 
Pennsylvania’s first disas-
ter recovery specialist in 
September 2001. 

“I told her I would see 
her in six months, but I 
was gone for two years,” 
he said. 

Maher was moving into 
his office in Manhattan 
when two planes hit the 
Twin Towers. Twenty-four 
hours later on Ground 
Zero, he was given maps to 
recover as much material 
as he could from the two 
buildings. 

“It (the attack) was the 
last thing I thought was 
going to come across my 
desk,” he said. 

During his time at the 
Twin Towers, he collected 
photos, cards and memo-
rabilia, which now hang 
on walls around his home 
in Saxton. As the artifacts 
turned 25 years old this 
fall, Maher said the terror-
ist attacks of 9/11 are an 
important moment in his-
tory to remember. 

“Let’s hope it never hap-
pens again,” he said.

Maher was the youngest 
of eight children born to 
Shirley Maher, who headed 
a food drive for the elderly 
and low-income families 
during the Thanksgiving 
season, according to past 
Mirror reports. Maher viv-
idly remembered cleaning 
donated toys alongside his 
siblings for his mother’s 
annual Christmas toy 
drive. 

“Even though we 
couldn’t afford nice gifts, 
we would clean gifts for 
other families,” he said. 

Since she contracted 
polio during her teenage 
years and was confined to a 
wheelchair, Maher recalled 
carrying his mother into 
restaurants. As a disabled 
person, she advocated for 
handicapped parking spots 
and helped make them a 
reality. Maher has a photo-
graph of his mother hold-
ing Amy Carter, daughter 
of former President Jimmy 
Carter. 

Maher’s older sister, 
Mary Maher Barrows, said 
their mother taught them 
about compassion through 
giving back to the commu-
nity. 

“And probably Jim took 
it to heart more than the 
rest of the family,” she 

said. 
“She was very good at 

leaving her mark, and we 
inherited that from her,” 
Maher said. 

While attending Altoona 
High School, Maher also 
spent five years studying 
aviation electronics at the 
Naval Academy before 
eventually enlisting in the 
Navy. Family obligations 
called him home to his 
daughter. 

Ground Zero 
Working in disaster 

recovery, he eventually 
worked his way up to 
becoming Pennsylvania’s 
disaster recovery specialist 
in November 2000, han-
dling both man-made and 
natural disasters. 

The terrorist attacks of 
9/11 were his first assign-
ment. 

He initially believed 
the first attack was fake 
or something produced 
artificially until he looked 
around his office and 
noticed his co-workers’ 
reactions. 

“I spoke with more 
people in the office, and 
secretaries were weeping, 
and I thought, ‘something 
is going on.’ More than five 
minutes later, they were 
in my office, and I knew it 
wasn’t going to be good,” 
he said. 

Already in New York, 
Maher had 24 hours to be 
on Ground Zero. His disas-
ter recovery crew readied 
their equipment after first 
responders controlled the 
situation, he said.

“We honestly didn’t 
think it would collapse,” he 
said. “That was a complete 
game changer.” 

His first assignment 
was to gather personal 
belongings from the office 
workers who were killed in 
the Twin Towers. When he 
opened office doors, there 
wouldn’t be a room but a 
space showing 40 stories 
below “because the rest of 
the building was missing,” 
he said. 

Maher was also part of 
the tunnel-dweller group 
that worked three stories 
beneath the Twin Towers. 
Some of the computers 
were still on because they 
received power from the 
backup generators. He was 
instructed to remove hard 
drives from 270 computers 
in the IRS office located on 
the third sub-floor. 

Working 16-hour days, 
seven days a week, he had 
no vacation days or free 
time. Staying in a room at 
the Roosevelt Hotel in New 
York City, he often saved 
time by drawing a bath, 
soaking his work clothes 
in the water while eating 
a sandwich, then going to 
bed before waking for work 
again. 

“I knew I was physically 

beat,” he said. “It was like 
that movie ‘Groundhog 
Day’; every day was the 
same.”

While working on the 
wreckage, Maher also kept 
close in contact with two 
of his sisters, Barrows and 
Joyce Villani, updating 
them on his whereabouts 
and condition. 

“We always stayed close 
and did a lot of praying,” 
Barrows said.

Maher remembered rid-
ing the subway in his work 
clothes covered in ash. 
Looking up, he saw New 
Yorkers piling in with cos-
tumes. He didn’t realize it 
was Halloween until a few 
passersby complimented 
his “costume,” assuming 
Maher was dressed as a 
first responder. 

Maher wasn’t the only 
member of his family to 
provide disaster relief ser-
vices following 9/11; his 
brother Todd also worked 
on the Twin Towers but in 
another group, while his 
brother Mike was in the 
Air Force and worked in 
the mortuary, preparing 
the bodies of those who lost 
their lives to the attacks. 

“I know for years he 
tried to stay positive,” Vil-
lani said. “They wouldn’t 
watch the news or read the 
papers for years because it 
was too overwhelming.”  

After working on the 
Twin Towers for 90 days, 
Maher worked on another 
plane crash in November 
2001, surrounding Queens, 
and disaster-recovery jobs 
on the East Coast piled up. 

However, the post-9/11 
dust and ash began to 
irritate Maher, along with 
other first responders 
working on Ground Zero. 
Diagnosed with asthma, he 
was put on steroids for 13 
years before his lung con-
dition worsened over time.

“I could climb 50 stories, 
but when I couldn’t pass 
it, I knew something was 
wrong,” he said. 

Despite his health con-
ditions, he worked as the 
state’s disaster recovery 
specialist until he turned  
42 years old. For 15 years, 
he’s lived in rural Saxton 
with his wife, Annette, 
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750 - Pets For Sale

AKC Golden Retriever  
Puppies 1st shots &  
Health Certificate.

Ready 9/25, $1,000.
(814) 931-1279
Carroltown, PA

Mini Dachshund Puppies  
Short & long Hair

1 Male, 2 Females
Vet checked, Wormed

Papers, $1400
(814) 766-2218

775 - Yard Sales

810 - Help Wanted810 - Help Wanted

W E D N E S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6

Local disaster recovery specialist recalls working 9/11

Mirror photos by Colette Costlow

Many of Maher’s original photographs feature the unseen aftermath of the Twin 
Towers, including the original photo he points to that shows what it looked like 
when people jumped from the building.

The Maher file
Name: James “Jim” Maher

Age: 57

Family: Wife, Annette Maher; daughters, Kelly and Ashley

Residence: Saxton

Education: Altoona High School (1986), Naval Academy, 
Penn State University

Occupation: Former Pennsylvania disaster recovery specialist

fishing and crafting silver 
and gold rings. 

Lasting effects
Like other 9/11 first 

responders, Maher was 
provided with his own 
health insurance that 
completely covered hos-
pital stays, medicine and 
his inhaler. He attends an 
annual physical to check 
for developing health 
issues. 

In 2018, Maher fell and 
broke his back in three 
places while shopping at 
his local pharmacy. While 
recovering in a Pittsburgh 
hospital, he learned that 
his medically prescribed 
steroids were weakening 
his bones. He was told he 
had the bone health of an 
84-year-old man.

Because of his newfound 
osteoporosis diagnosis, 
Maher couldn’t undergo 
surgery and was later sent 
home in a back brace. 

Maher has continued to 

deal with ongoing health 
issues, such as an asthma 
attack that sent him to a 
nearby hospital at 1 a.m. 
He provided his insurance 
card and was later thrown 
out for “impersonating a 
9/11 first responder.” 

“They thought my insur-
ance was made up,” he 
said. 

Maher never thought 
he’d have to struggle with 
his proof of presence as a 
disaster recovery specialist 
in the future, but he later 
found out that his company 
wiped records dating back 
10 years. 

Many 9/11 respond-
ers have died since the 
attacks, and Maher said he 
is the only Pennsylvania 
9/11 representative alive 
from his group. As more 
co-workers passed away, 
it became more difficult 
for Maher to find people to 
vouch for his work at the 
Twin Towers. 

However, he collected 

postcards, photos and even 
handmade cards written 
by middle school children 
across America during his 
time working on the after-
math of 9/11. 

“I saved them (the 
handmade cards) because 
I thought they were ador-
able, but now these kids 
have kids of their own, and 
God forbid they go through 
anything like this,” he 
said. 

“That was a very hard 
undertaking,” Villani said. 
“He really tried to help 
everyone, and he did his 
best.” 

While these photos and 
cards serve as a constant 
reminder to Maher of 9/11, 
Barrows said they also por-
tray her brother’s selfless-
ness in action, helping oth-
ers before helping himself. 

“He’s a bit of a family 
hero,” she said. 

Mirror Staff Writer Colette 
Costlow is at 814-946-7414.

YARD SALE SEASON IS HERE!!!!!

DEADLINE: Thursdays by noon for the
following Wednesday

SINGLE FAMILY YARD SALE
30 words for only $6.50

***COLOR INCLUDED***

COMMUNITY OR MULTI FAMILY
YARD SALE

30 words $9.60 per issue or make your  
ad stand out with color $12.60

All Yard Sales must have one address
listed in the ad.

To place a yard sale

Call 1-800-854-8228
or 814-946-7431

R.J. GLASS, INC IS NOW HIRING

Truck Drivers-CDL
Yard Fork Truck Operators

Mechanics
Full Benefits, Insurance, Retirement, 

Vacation
Call (814) 937-4620 or 

(814) 695-5041

775 - Yard Sales

Mirror photo by Colette Costlow

Maher looks at his framed photographs, cards and memorabilia in his Saxton home from his time as a disas-
ter recovery specialist during the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks.

Maher took a photo of President George W. Bush uplifting the 9/11 recovery 
workers. Maher’s men wore white hats in the picture.

Single Family
$29.99

Multi Family
$39.99

Community,
Sidewalk, Church

$59.99

Call Classifi eds
to place your ad!
814-946-7422
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LOCAL Business & Service

Furniture Clock Repair

2225 Ruth Way, Johnstown PA 15904  

www.youngamericanfurniture.com
Free Delivery and Set Up • Open Monday through Thursday 9-7 & Friday 9-5
Overlooking the new Geistown Roundabout Rt. 56 and Rt. 756 Intersection

814-266-6513

Furniture!
The State’s Largest Selection Of 

Mechanical, Electrical, Quartz, 
Cuckoo, & Grandfather Clock. 

Clock Restoration, 
Home Service Repair & Sales 

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BOB 814-941-0666

BOLLINGER CLOCK REPAIR

NotariesConstruction

Specializing in Metal Roofing, Pole Barns, Siding, 
Soffit/Fascia, Decks, Seamless Gutters

DANIEL’S ROOFING

Fully Insured(814) 330-9048

PA 168727 NOTARY & COPY STOP

401 SIXTH AVENUE, ALTOONA • 319 S. LOGAN BLVD, LAKEMONT

Like 
Us On

LAKEMONT 814-949-7070/814-946-4114 ALTOONA

PENNDOT AUTHORIZED MESSENGER SVC.
INSTANT ONLINE VEHICLE TITLING/

RENEWALS, BOATS, ATV, SNOWMOBILES 
*STATE/SVC FEES APPLY

Concrete & Masonry

Estate Services

Call Us At 814-317-6511
No Obligation Consultations

Tri County Estate Service
• Estates, Moving, Downsizing
•  Complete Cleanout Services
•  Experienced, 

Knowledgeable and 
Dedicated

• Bonded and Insured

Tree Services

Serving 
the Area 

Since
2001

New Tree
Planting and
Replacing

814-943-3171
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

• Dead Wooding
• Pruning

Notaries

ELI’S CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

• Roofing • Siding • Decks
• Garages • Some Interior

Fully Insured
PA 185540

For a FREE Estimate
Call 814-939-8006

Quality
DUNKLE SERVICES

PENN DOT AUTH.
ON LINE MESSENGER SVC

Same Day License Renewals! 
Vehicle/Driver Licenses Notary/Title Trans./T. Tags
ATVs, Boats, Snowmobiles, State/Svc. Fees Apply

303 UNION AVE. 814-941-1022 OR 814-941-1023

Construction

DIRECTORY
Landscaping

JJ Sinisi Landscaping Lawn Care Inc.

814-949-1993 JJSinisiLandscaping.com
Free Estimates • Quality • Prompt • ProfessionalPA#001397

Lawn Care • Lawn Installation 
 Landscaping Cleanups & Mulching

Fall & Spring Cleanups • Landscaping Installation
Shrub Trimming & Maintenance • Retaining Walls 

 Paver Installation • Bobcat Services
Stump Grinding • Snow Removal & Salting

Health Insurance

Got Health Insurance Questions?

• Group Benefits • Individual Plans
• Medicare/Turning 65

thehealthinsuranceplace.com

Altoona
Station Medical Center

(814) 201-2829

Johnstown
508 Luray Avenue

(814) 266-8383

WE HAVE YOUR ANSWERS!

Gutters

The Gutterman
5” and 6” Seamless 
Gutters installation 
cleaning repair | guards
Protect the structural integrity of your home with our 
maintenance-free seamless gutters.

Brian George Construction
814-932-1442 PA#033756

General Contractor

Lou Kabello General Contractor
PA016306

• Siding
• Windows

• General
Repairs

Call for an Estimate!
(814) 946-4428 or (814) 937-5960 - Cell
“Serving the Community Since 1970!”

Fully
Insured

General Contracting

Lawn Care

SIPES PAVING
PA 050661

Altoona, PA
814-505-4041

Over 30 True Years Experience
Residential / Commercial

Fully Insured

Paving

Paving

Hardscaping

WagnerHardscaping.com

814-660-2233

Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,
Outdoor Living Spaces,

Walkways, & Much More

Rubin Wagner, Owner

SKID STEER &
EXCAVATION

SERVICES

& Custom Excavating

Wagner Hardscaping

Roo� ng/Siding

COUNTY LINE
EXTERIOR  LLC

9064 Front Moutain Rd., 
Allensville PA 17002

717-437-7273
PA202457

ROOFING • SIDING • SOFFIT • FASCIA
mention coupon for discount
$500 OFF 1 CAR GARAGE

$1000 OFF 2 CAR GARAGE

Call or text Joe 724-413-8898
ask about our veterans discount

• residential & garage floors
• commercial & industrial coatings

PA223234

Made with PosterMyWall.com

Carpet CleaningCarpet CleaningPainting & PaperingPainting & Papering

814-944-3644    www.MonarchRugCleaning.com

Monarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug Cleaning
Pick Up & Delivery
or SAVE 20%or or SAVE 20%SAVE 20%

on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry 
5th Avenue & 9th Street • Altoona

R.L. Waddell Painting & Decorating Inc.
BLAIR COUNTY’S FINEST IN ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS!

Randy L. Waddell, Owner • Office: 814-944-5244 • Cell: 814-931-1453

Specializing
in Interior of
your Home or

Church!

• High Ceilings
• Walls
• Woodwork
• Large Stairwells
• Foyers
• Kitchen Cupboards

•  Waterproofi ng Basements
•  Wood Preservation of All

Wood Homes & Log Homes
• Varnishing  • Staining
• Removing Wallpaper
• Exterior of your Home

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Stephanie today to place your business! 814-949-7018

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

Wilt’s Tree Service
FULLY INSURED

Call For A FREE Estimate!
814-696-3000

BUCKET 
TRUCK 

SERVICE

dTree Services

SEALING, PAVING, PATCHING & STRIPING

Free Estimates | Fully Insured | Residential & Commercial

PA#023488CALL TIM 814-934-7913

Asphalt Company LLC

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE TODAY!

PA#149659

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTOR

814-932-4114 
ask for John

ALL PHASES OF HOME REMODELING

FULLY  
INSURED 

FREE  
ESTIMATE

NOW! 
CLEAN
OUTS

Specializing In Concrete & Masonry

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Interior & Exterior 

Remodeling
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall
• Doors & 

Windows
• Bathtubs & ShowersPA#008250

814-937-9209

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Specializing in Concrete Work

Now Offering Estimates For 2027 Concrete Season!

Home Improvement

Basement  
Leaking   
AGAIN?

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 
814-505-5427

• French Drains
• Sump Pumps
• Foundation Repairs
• Mold Removal
•  Restoration &

Waterproofing
• Crawl Spaces

Se
rvi

ng
  

Blai
r C

ou
nty

PA#212585

Home Improvement

Fencing

Specializing in All Types of Fencing

Let Us Fence You In!
OFFICE:

PA046711

Owner/Operator
Caleb Marshall

Owner/Operator
Michael Kustenbauder

FREE ESTIMATES

814-937-2336 814-574-6298warriorsmarkfencing.com
814-632-8526

Roo� ng Construction

ESH ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
ROOFING • SIDING • DECKING • CABINS • POLE  

& DAIRY BARNS EXTERIOR REMODELING •  
NEW CONSTRUCTION • GARAGES

CALL LEVI 570-502-3622 
FREE ESTIMATES

Epoxy CoatingsHandyman

Roo� ng

ANDREW MILLER
ROOFING
AMISH OWNED 

& FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

814-591-2150

Roo� ng

Fully Insured • PA# 184437

Amish Roofing Company Based out of Belleville, PA

Free estImates 
metal & shIngles

Landscaping

PA#212585

LOCAL EXPERT SERVICES

Fully Insured  

SCHEDULE FALL CLEAN UP NOW!
JOE’S LAWN CARE & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

(814) 414-5191 Cell • (814) 695-0958 Home
ASK ABOUT OUR AWARD-WINNING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES!
ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS!

Mowing, Tree Trimming, Hedge & Shrub Trimming, 
Mulching, Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing

www.joeslawnhandyman.com
PA#115273

20222023


